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Publisher's

All praise belongs to Allah; we praise Him and seek His
help and forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil of
our own selves and from our sinful deeds. Whomever Allah
guides, there is none to misguide him; and whomever He
leads astray, none can guide him. We bear witness that there
is no god worthy of worship except Allah, alone, and we bear
witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. We pray
to Allah the Almighty to bestow His peace and blessings upon
Prophet Muhammad, upon his good and pure family, as well as
upon all the noble comapanions and those who follow them in
righteousness until the Day of Judgement.
Given the dire need for Islamic studies material in schools
incorporating the subject in English, Darussalam has endeavoured
to publish an Islamic Studies series covering all the grades, from
grade one through grade twelve.
The present series covers all areas of Islamic studies: tafseer,
hadeeth, tawheed, fiqh, seerah, and general etiquette relating to
different areas and situations. Given the importance of authentic
Islamic knowledge, every effort has been made to ensure that
the material presented in the series is authentic. Also, given
the importance of Arabic Islamic terms, most of the terms
are presented in their original Arabic script, along with the
transliteration and the translation of their meanings. This also
applies to supplications which have to be memorised in their
Arabic version. The aim here is to help the reader read the
original text and understand its meaning. Each lesson is followed
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by exercises covering questions about the lesson.
One striking feature in the series is the colourful artwork used
in it that certainly appeals to children. This is certainly bound to
attract the young readers’ attention, stimulate them, amuse them
as well as educate them.
The series aims to acquaint the student with the teachings of
Islam in every aspect: beliefs, practices and moral conduct. The
series, with its unique features, certainly fills a gap in this area
which has long been partially neglected.
The present breathtaking work was initiated by an expert in
the field of education, Maulvi Abdul Aziz, MA. English literature,
who held different posts in the field including that of Senior
Administrative Officer in the Department of Private Education,
Ministry of Education, Dubai, UAE, from 1982 to 2002.
The current project also owes its existence in its present form
to a number of people who made informative suggestions,
particularly Al-Arabee Ben Razzouq, College of Languages and
Translation, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud University, Riyadh,
who undertook the painstaking task of checking the authenticity
of the material presented in the series, proofreading the text as
well as adding references to certain quotations from the Qur'an
and the hadeeth. Special thanks also go to Sheikh Abdul-Qawiy
Luqman, Al-Madeenah University graduate, for his interesting
suggestions and to Mr. Zulfiqar Mahmood who conscientiously
applied his expertise in the field of graphic design to produce the
series in a superb shape.
We pray to Almighty Allah to reward our endeavours and to
make the present series abundantly beneficial to students in all
stages of education as well as to any one who reads them.
Abdul Malik Mujahid
April 2017
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The Excellence of Knowledge:

IN THE LIGHT OF THE GLORIOUS QUR’AN
AND THE SUNNAH OF THE PROPHET 
ﱹﭻ ﭼ ﭽ ﭾ ﭿ ﮀ ﮁ ﮂ ﮃ ﮄ ﮅ ﮆ ﮇﮈ ﮉ ﮊ ﮋ ﮌﮍ
ﮎﮏﮐﮑ ﮒﮓﱸ
[[Read in the name of your Lord Who created Created man from a clot of
congealed blood. Read and your Lord is Most Generous Who taught by the
pen, Taught man what he did not know. Al-Iqra 96:1-5]
The very first revelation to the Messenger of Allah  enjoins and glorifies
reading, writing and the dissemination of knowledge. Islamic revelation
started with a book, the Gracious Qur’an, and a teacher, Prophet Muhammad
, to explain it and exemplify it through his practice.
It is important to realize that knowledge is the greatest attribute of mankind.
Apart from conferring knowledge [Ilm] upon man, Allah also taught use
of the pen. Needless to add, writing accounts for the wide dissemination
of knowledge, its preservation and transmission to successive generations.
Had Allah not imparted to man the innate knowledge of using the pen, his
mental faculties would not have blossomed. Nor could any expansion or
promotion or transfer of knowledge had been possible without the divine
gift of the skill to write.
On his own, man did not come to possess any knowledge. It was Allah
Who granted it to him. Allah enabled man to expand upon his knowledge
as and when it was required. These first five Verses of the Sūrah al-Iqra,
which constitute the first revelation sent down to the Prophet  provide
evidence that the Muslim Ummah or nation is an Iqra nation or community.
According to a Hadith, ‘the first thing created by Allah was the pen.’
This Hadith has been recorded by Imām Ahmad through various routes
of transmission. At-Tirmidhi also has recorded it. For details see Tafsir ibn
kathir, volume 10; pages 101-102, published by Darussalam.
Allah Most High referring to the beneficial knowledge says in a
praiseworthy way,
9
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ﱹ ﯲ ﯳ ﯴ ﯵ ﯶ ﯷ ﯸ ﯹ ﯺﰀ ﱸ
[Say: Are they equal, those who possess knowledge and those who do not?]
[az-Zumar 39:9]
In another place, He says:
ﱹﯞﯟﯠﯡﯢﯣﱸ
[It is only the learned amongst His servants who truly fear Allah] [Fātir 35:28]
ﱹﭠﭡﭢﭣﭤﱸ
[And say: My Lord! Increase me in knowledge] [TaHa 20: 114] This being
none other than beneficial knowledge.
Muslim records on the authority of Zayd ibn Arqam that Allah’s
Messenger  used to say:
ٍ
ِ
ٍ ال َّل ُه َّم إِنِّى َأ ُعو ُذ بِ َك ِم ْن ِع ْل ٍم الَ َينْ َف ُع َو ِم ْن َق ْل
ٍ ب الَ َي َْش ُع َو ِم ْن َن ْف
.» اب َلَا
ُ س الَ ت َْش َب ُع َوم ْن َد ْع َوة الَ ُي ْست ََج
[O ‘Allah! I take refuge with You from knowledge that does not benefit,
from a heart that does not fear, from a self that is never content, and from
an invocation that is not responded to.’ [Muslim Hadith 2722] Ibn Hibban
records on the authority of Jābir that the Prophet  used to supplicat.
. َو َأ ُعو ُذ بِ َك ِم ْن ِع ْل ٍم الَ َينْ َف ُع، ال َّل ُه َّم إِ ِّن َأ ْس َأ ُل َك ِع ْل ًم نَافِ ًعا

[O Allah! I beseech You for knowledge that benefits and I take refuge with
You from knowledge that does not benefit] (Ibn Hibban H.82)
َس ُلوا اهلل ِع ْل ًام نَافِع ًا َو َت َع َّو ُذوا بِاللَِّ ِم ْن ِع ْل ٍم الَ َينْ َف ُع
This was also recorded by Ibn Mājah. His wording being that the Prophet 
said, ‘Ask Allah for beneficial knowledge, and take refuge from knowledge
that is of no benefit.’ [Ibn Mājah H. 3843]

Tirmidhi has recorded it on the authority of Abu Hurayrah with the
wording:
ال َّل ُه َّم ا ْن َف ْعنِى بِ َم َع َّل ْمتَنِى َو َع ِّل ْمنِى َما َينْ َف ُعنِى َو ِز ْدنِى ِع ْل ًام
[O Allah! Benefit me by what You have taught me, teach me what will be of
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benefit to me and increase me in knowledge] [at-Tirmidhi H. 3593]
Virtues of the Ummah of Allah’s Messenger Muhammad : the best
nation ever and its role in the world
The Glorious Qur’an describes the Muslim Ummah as the best nation or
Community ever:
ﱹﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ ﭣ ﭤ ﭥ ﭦ ﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭷ ﱸ
[You are the best community that has ever been raised up for mankind, you
enjoin the doing of what is right and forbid the doing of what is wrong, and
you believe in Allah.] [Aal-Imran 3:110]
Al-Ma’ruf denotes all that Islam has ordained and al-Munkar denotes all
that Islam has forbidden. At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Mājah, Ahmad and al-Hākim
recorded that Allah’s Messenger  said, ‘You are the final of seventy nations,
you are the best and most honoured among them to Allah.’ Ibn Kathir says,
‘This is a well-known Hadith. The Ummah of the Prophet Muhammad 
achieved this virtue because of its Prophet Muhammad [upon him be peace],
the most regarded of Allah’s creation and the most honoured Messenger
with Allah. Allah sent Prophet Muhammad  with the perfect and complete
Law that was never given to any Prophet or Messenger before him.
In the Prophet’s  Law, few deeds take the place of many deeds that
other nations performed. For instance, Allah’s Messenger  said, ‘I was
given what no other Prophet before me was given.’ The Companions asked,
‘O Messenger of Allah! What is it?’ The Prophet said, ‘I was given victory
by fear, I was given the keys of the earth; I was called Ahmad, the earth was
made a clean place for me [to pray and perform Tayammum with it] and
my Ummah was made the best Ummah.’ [Ahmad]
Allah’s Messenger  is also reported to have said, ‘We are the last [to
come], but will be the foremost on the Day of Resurrection, and will be
the first people to enter Paradise.’ [Recorded by al-Bukhari; fragment of a
Hadith 896 and 3486]
ﱹﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ ﭣ ﭤ ﭥ ﭦ ﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭷ ﱸ
These and other Hadiths conform to the meaning of the Ayah: ‘You are the
best community that has ever been raised up for mankind, you enjoin the
doing of what is good and forbid the doing of what is wrong and you believe
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in Allah.’ [Aal-Imran 3:110]
Therefore, whoever among this Ummah acquires these qualities, will
have a share in this praise. It is, therefore, obvious that the promise made in
the Verse 110 Sūrah Aal-Imran to the followers of the Qur’an is conditional
upon their being, or remaining, a community of people who enjoin the
doing of what is right and forbid the doing of what is wrong and truly
believe in Allah.
The Qur’an has defined both what is right and what is wrong; and in
the Sunnah of the Prophet of Allah  we have the most beautiful model to
follow. Hence, a Muslim must be prepared to recognize the fact that since
Muslims are guided by the final Revelation, their responsibility is far greater
towards other human beings, the animal world and towards other issues of
common concern including the environment.
Virtues of Knowledge [Ilm] and emphasis to acquire it in the Prophetic
Traditions
Allah’s Messenger  is reported as having said, ‘Seeking knowledge is an
obligation upon every Muslim.’ [Recorded by al-Bayhaqi: authenticated by
al-Albani]
Explaining this Hadith, Jamaal ad-Din M. Zarabozo says in his book
Commentary on the Forty Hadith of an-Nawawi: ‘Knowledge is of two
types: knowledge which is obligatory upon every individual and knowledge
which is obligatory upon the community as a whole. Concerning the first
type, every Muslim must know what to believe in [in general], how to pray,
to Fast and so forth. Everyone has to know these things because everyone
has to perform these acts. It is required for a Muslim to seek this type of
knowledge. If he has the ability to do so but he does not do so, he is sinful.
Knowledge which is obligatory upon the community as a whole would
include more detailed knowledge concerning those matters which not
everyone is required to know as well as knowledge of matters that do not
concern every individual in the community.’ [Commentary on the Forty
Hadith of an-Nawawi: volume 3, page 1330]
‘Seeking knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim.’ This Hadith
demonstrates that knowledge has to be sought and it also proves that the
seeking of knowledge is one of the obligatory acts that like other obligatory
acts, takes one closer to Allah. It would become clear that the beneficial
knowledge brings one closer to Allah, increasing one’s awareness of Him
and triggering one to perform good deeds. First and foremost this is made
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up by knowledge of the Shar’iah or the Divine Laws of Islam: reading and
pondering over the Gracious Qur’an and studying the Hadith and life of the
Prophet . Then come the other branches of knowledge that stir a person to
reflect upon the creation and recognize the supreme power of Allah and the
wonderful aspects of His creation.
Obviously, without adequate knowledge a person will not know how to
behave. In other words, he will not know what deeds he should perform
and what deeds he should keep away from. This points to the truth that
knowledge must precede actions and deeds. One must know that what he
is doing is right and pleasing to Allah before he performs the deeds. Some
scholars hold that righteous actions must be based on sound knowledge. In
their view, the good person is not one who merely performs good deeds.
Instead, in their view, the good person is the one who knows what is good
and what is evil. He intends to do good based on the knowledge that
distinguishes the two categories and he avoids the evil understanding its
evilness.
This is similar to the case of the just person who cannot be truly just
without first knowing what justice is! Instead, the truly just person is the
one who recognizes injustice and its evil consequences as well as recognizes
justice and its objectives. Hence, he intends what is just due to what it entails
of an honourable objective and a good result. A little action with knowledge
is far more beneficial than a lot of action with ignorance. [For details on this
topic, see ‘The four Imāms by Muhammad Abu Zuhra, Published by Dar
al-Taqwā Ltd. Page 224].
It is important to realize that the act of seeking forgiveness too must be
preceded by that knowledge that Allah and Allah Alone forgives sins! When
sound and beneficial knowledge is acquired with the proper intention
and, therefore, implemented in the proper way, the effect on the heart is
profound. Such true knowledge leads to awareness of Allah.
Both Qur’an and Sunnah are full of injunctions relating to the acquisition
of knowledge and the Prophet  stressed its supreme value on innumerable
occasions; for instance, ‘Whoever follows a path in order to seek knowledge
thereby, Allah will make easy for him, due to it, a Path to Paradise. No people
gather together in a house of the houses of Allah, reciting the Book of Allah
and studying it among themselves, except that tranquility is descended
upon them, mercy covers them, the angels surround them and Allah makes
mention of them to those in His presence. [Recorded by Muslim]
Thus seeking knowledge and acquiring it is an act of worship in itself.

13
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 13

9/11/17 4:44 PM

Teacher’s
Manual

The act of seeking knowledge is also a means of receiving forgiveness and
mercy from Allah. The first key to the sound and beneficial knowledge is the
reading and study of the revelation from Allah: the Book and the Sunnah.
The Messenger of Allah  said, ‘The best among you is the one who learns
the Qur’an and teaches it.’ [Recorded by al-Bukhari]
It is important to note that the study of the Qur’an should go hand in
hand with reading the Hadith of the Prophet  and his life. Knowledge
is referred to as Nūr [light] and Basirah [Insight] in the Glorious Qur’an,
whereas ignorance is termed Zulūmāt [darkness]. The word Ilm and its
derivatives occurs 778 times in the Qur’an. This explains its importance
in Islam. Allah’s Prophet  was sent down as a teacher. It was through
his teaching and training that within a few decades, the map of the world
changed with this new enlightenment.

2. Definition, Aims and Objectives of Islamic
Education
Definition of Education
The meaning of education in its entirety in the context of Islam is inherent
in the connotations of the terms Tarbiyyah, Ta’lim and Ta’dib together. What
each of these words conveys regarding man and his society and environment
in relation to Allah is related to the others, and together they represent the
scope of education in Islam, both formal and non-formal. Incidentally, it
may be noted the term Tarbiyyah comes from the Arabic root R-B-W and
primarily denotes education, upbringing, teaching, and instruction. The
term Ta’lim is derived from Ilm. Ta’lim signifies instruction, direction,
teaching, education, schooling, etc. As far as the word Ta’dib is concerned
it denotes discipline, education, disciplinary punishment.
Aims and Objectives of Islamic Education
The Glorious Qur’an says:
ﱹﯛ ﯜ ﯝ ﯞ ﯟ ﯠ ﯡ ﯢ ﯣ ﯤ ﱸ
[O you who truly believe, save yourselves and your families from a fire whose
fuel is human beings and stones] [at-Tahrim 66:6]
A Believer’s Responsibility
This Aayah or Verse addresses the believers enjoining them to fulfil
their family duties, providing good education, admonition and reminders

14
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 14

9/11/17 4:44 PM

so that they protect themselves and their families from hell. A believer’s
responsibility with regard to himself and his family is heavy and awesome.
He and his family are liable to punishment in the fire of hell and it is his
responsibility to protect himself and his family from such a dreadful end.
This Verse warns that parents will be held responsible to educate their
children about Islam. Hence, parents and teachers must join hands and
strive to give fundamental education to our children. It is the duty of a
Muslim to teach his family, meaning his wife, children and close relatives,
that which Allah has made obligatory for them and that which Allah has
forbidden them from doing.
Aims and Objectives of Islamic Education
A. The main aim of Islamic Education is to help young Muslims develop
an Islamic personality – a personality that displays Islamic teachings as
revealed in the Glorious Qur’an and as exemplified by the Messenger of
Allah . The Gracious Qur’an declares:
ﮋﯯ ﯰ ﯱ ﯲ ﯳ ﯴ ﯵ ﯶ ﯷ ﯸ ﯹ ﯺ ﯻ ﯼ ﯽ ﯾ ﯿ ﰀ ﮊ

[You have had a good example in Allah’s Messenger  for whosoever hopes
for Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much]. [Al-Ahzaab: 21]
B. The purpose of Islamic Education is to instill into our children’s minds
Islamic values in order that they may act as an anchor to prevent them
from being duped into being misguided or falling into one of the traps of
Satan. Virtually every believer is continually exposed to plots to deceive
him. Satan and his armies do not rest in their battle to mislead mankind.
One of their powerful weapons is the casting of doubts and
misunderstandings into the minds of believers. These doubts shake the
Faith of the person. One of the main aims of Islamic Education is to train
young Muslims to turn to the Gracious Qur’an, Hadith and utterances of
the scholars to discover the truths in such matters.
C. One of the objectives of Islamic Education is to train young Muslims in
such a way that Imān or Faith is infused into the whole of their personality
and creates in them a devout well-understood emotional attachment to
Islam and enables them to follow the Gracious Qur’an and the Sunnah and
be governed by the Islamic system of values, willingly and joyfully till
their last breath.
D. The aim of this type of education should be to preserve the Islamic
heritage and to resist the encroachment of alien cultures and to bring up
practicing Allah-conscious Muslims.
15
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 15

9/11/17 4:44 PM

Teacher’s
Manual

3. The Role of the Teacher: The Islamic
Perspective
According to the Islamic concept, teaching is calling of the Prophets. It is
certainly an honorable activity. The Muslim tradition bestows great respect
upon the teacher. Teaching and teachers have a pious and central position
in Islamic thought. Allah Most High says in the Glorious Qur’an:
ﱹﯣ ﯤ ﯥ ﯦ ﯧ ﯨ ﯩ ﯪ ﯫ ﯬ ﯭ ﯮ ﯯ ﯰ ﯱ ﯲ ﯳ
ﯴﯵﯶ ﯷﯸﯹﯺﯻﯼ ﱸ
[Surely, Allah conferred a great favour on the believers when He raised
amidst them a Messenger from amongst themselves, who recites to them
His Verses, purifies them and teaches them the Book and the wisdom, while,
before that, they were in manifest error.] [Aal Imran 3:164]
This reference to the Prophet’s  role in bringing the Muslim Community into
existence and in molding and leading it out of a state of error to become a nation
endowed with knowledge, wisdom and purity is cleared emphasized.
A Muslim teacher should be a model for students in personality and character. It is
the need of the day that every Muslim teacher should be a missionary and should
work with missionary zeal when on the job.
According to an informal survey, qualities that experienced teachers consider important for success are:
Sincerity
Ability to identify
Love for children for the sake of Allah
Enthusiasm
Conviction
Knowledge of the subject
Genuine interest in each child
These qualities are indicative of a teacher who truly cares about each child and the
message to be communicated.

4. Some Guidelines to the Teacher
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A teacher should take a personal interest in his or her pupils. In addition
to respecting each as an individual and making him or her feel accepted and
important, and interest should also be taken in his outside activity. One mother
observed how enthusiastic her youngster looked as he emerged from his first
day Islamic Education class. Before she could find out how he liked it; he
blurted out, ‘It was great. Do you know what? My teacher knows my name!’
The classroom atmosphere ought to be informal and pleasant – one of which
the young students feel free to comment and ask questions. Pictures and
objects that trigger interest should be on hand. For instance, you can make use
of growing things, even the most seemingly insignificant objects… to impart
a sense of wonder at the marvels of Allah’s creation. It has been observed that
little folks learn better when we teach only a little at a time and repeat it often
in different ways – reviews, activities, etc.
These should be imparted in such a way that the children can grasp them.
Details will be added in higher grades. At this point, it is imperative to
lay a strong foundation. It is useful to ask questions. Try to question each
child often. Otherwise, the majority will cease paying attention. Concrete
questions are the best: for example, you might ask: ‘Name some ways that
Allah shows He is Merciful to us.’
It is best not to say a pupil’s answer is wrong. This may cause him to
withdraw into himself. Something worthwhile can be found in each reply.
The best answer should not be highly praised. Everyone should be made to
feel important. If general praise is given, each student will feel encouraged.
Some students are capable of answering questions as soon as they are
asked. Others need more time before they are able to respond. This should
not keep the teacher from calling on those who react more slowly. If the
same hands are raised the moment the questions are asked, you should try
saying, ‘Let’s see if more hands will go up. I’ll say the question again…’
The students should be permitted to ask questions at any time. Every
question ought to be taken seriously and answered. Since there would
be alternate periods of quiet and movement; gestures, dramatization,
drawings and games would help reinforce knowledge gained during the
actual moments of teaching.
When you sense that the pupils are beginning to lose interest, it is best to
move on. However, fidgeting does not necessarily mean lack of attention:
primary-school children learn with their whole body. Likewise, the pupil
who may be unaware of everything around him is not necessarily bored
with the lesson and ready for an activity. Day-dreaming is normal for
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children at this stage of development.

5. Some More Suggestions
Let the students have a chance to talk to you personally. This can easily
be done by moving among them during an activity. Try to have so much
planned for each lesson that everyone will always be busy and learning.
Problems of forgetting of textbooks, and neglect of homework may be eased
by showing adequate recognition. Simple awards might be given to the
children who have done best.

6. The Classroom
It is not always possible to have the most attractive looking classroom. But
it is always possible to have a classroom that attracts. This entirely depends
on the teacher, who must be creative and enthusiastic.
Creative and me? Most teachers – especially nonprofessionals – often
betray misgiving concerning their creative abilities. But they are mistaken.
With helpful tips and the use of their teacher’s manual or other helpful
resource books, they will do just as well as their professional colleagues.
All that they need is a little more self-confidence. In most instances, plain
everyday objects serve the objective just as well as the most sophisticated
equipment and devices. Pictures cut out of old magazines and newspapers,
drawings, flashcards or flip charts – there are so many other ordinary
teaching aids which are within the reach of every teacher. Visuals teach,
reinforce and deepen knowledge. If well-utilized, they can set the stage for
effective teaching and provide a wealth of inexhaustible materials.

7. The Textbook: Islamic Studies
With attractive, colorful, relevant and thought-providing illustrations,
‘Islamic Studies textbook constitutes a real teaching aid.’ The students
should be encouraged to study the pictures or illustrations and many
details relevant to them. They are apt to find many things which we adults
are likely to pass over. Ask them to explain what they see and help the
illustrations to come alive with your own explanations.
Since the text contains the basic concepts of the lesson, try to read each
lesson in class. Carefully explain the lesson, point out new words [words
could be new, not difficult], ask questions and summarize the main points.
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A careful study of the text will reveal the emphasis placed on the religious
development of the whole child; presentation of sets of beliefs, application,
Qur’anic facts and supplications.

8. Student Activity or Exercise Section
At the end of each lesson in the textbook [Islamic Studies], there is a brief,
corresponding assignment to help the child reflect upon and apply what he
or she has learnt. The activities include the child’s best form of expression,
and other activities which give the child a sense of accomplishment.
Almost all the material of the activity or check-up is explained in the
lesson preceding it. Any adult, therefore, can help the child with his or her
homework or assignment if necessary. It is, however, important that the
students’ efforts be recognized without undue delay. Homework should be
graded as often as possible. Excellent, very good, good, incomplete, could
do better with a little more effort.

9. Involving the Whole Child
Children appear to have a natural sense of wonder and mystery. They long
for miraculous truths. It is important, however, that we must not address
ourselves to the intellect alone, but to the whole person. Through their
personal responses and activities, the children must reach an experience of
Faith, a lived Faith. Very simple ‘yes’ – ‘no’ quizzes can be tried as the years
progress.
Parental Involvement
It is in the family that children first learn to love and worship Allah and
serve their parents. In the family too they find their first experience of a
wholesome human society.
The importance of good parent-teacher relations cannot be overemphasized. They may be fostered through personal contact and by
encouraging parents to help their children implement at home the learning
process taking place in the classroom. Thank-you notes sent to the parents
who respond will strengthen the support that has been established. Teachers
can continue their contacts with parents in many ways: telephoning them,
sending home brief notes, etc. In general, the information communicated
must be positive. Telling a parent something good about her or his child
can work wonders and create an excellent response. You will soon be able
to discern which parents are endeavoring to give their children a solid
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formation in the faith and Islamic living. The influence of such parents can
be extended by mixing their children with the less active ones, whenever
the class breaks up into small work groups.
Reinforcing the Message
To ensure real learning, presentation of facts should be coupled with
sufficient repetition of the lessons content and practical application.

10. The Teacher’s Manual
The Manual’s set up and the way to make the maximum use of it will
be explained under ‘Lesson Planning’. Like any manual, this book is only
a guide. It is especially useful for those who are beginners at teaching.
Experienced teachers will be able to enrich the suggestions given here-in
with many applications to their own concrete situations.
A teacher does not necessarily have to adhere to a particular or specific
method of teaching. She or he can select and adopt any appropriate teaching
strategy that facilitates a particular learning outcome – which best enables
students to achieve the intended objectives.
The Islamic Studies series [which comprises of twelve graded textbooks]
itself is a vast ocean of Islamic knowledge. Islamic Studies’ series is a
comprehensive course on Islam. The vast topics covered make it unique in
the field of Islamic textbooks.

11. Lesson Planning
In a sense, lesson planning is even more important than the actual
teaching. In fact, it is imperative if you wish to achieve:
-

Self-confidence

-

Inclusion of every essential element

-

Order and logical continuity of the lesson

-

Appeal and interest

A teacher, even if fully familiar with the context of the lesson, must spend
some time reviewing each lesson. Besides refreshing her or his memory, he
or she should identify ways that a lesson can be presented and then decide
which approach will be effective. Teachers are recommended to adapt and
expand the general ingredients of lesson planning to suit the specific needs
of their own classes.
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12. Salient Features of the Lesson Plan
Each unit in the Teacher’s Manual will be spread over seven points.
1. Aim
The aim of Islamic Education is the moulding of ‘the good and
righteous person’ who worships Allah in the true sense of the term,
builds up the structure of his or her earthly life according to the Shar’iah
[the Islamic Divine Law] and employs it to deepen and strengthen his
or her Faith as a preparation for life and death. The meaning of worship
in Islam is both extensive and comprehensive; it is not restricted to the
physical performance of religious rituals only but embraces all aspects
of activity: Imān, thought, feeling, and work, and in conformity with
what Allah says in the Gracious Qur’an: ﮋ ﯓ ﯔ ﯕ ﯖ ﯗ ﯘ
‘ﯙ ﯚ ﯛ ﯜ ﮊAnd I have not created the Jinn and mankind but that
they should worship Me.’ [Ad-Dhāriyāt 51:56] and ﮋ ﭳ ﭴ ﭵ ﭶ
‘ ﭷ ﭸ ﭹ ﮊSay, My Prayers, my sacrifice, my living and my death are
for Allah alone, the Lord of the worlds.’ [al-An’aam 6:162]
2. Objectives
A lesson plan should contain a set of perhaps three to five objectives,
depending on the difficulty of the content; for example, a teacher may
enter the classroom with the objective of teaching his or her students
everything about Wudhu. [Grade 1, lesson 13 pages 61-65]
It may sound like a nice idea, but the objective is very broad in the sense
that ‘everything about Wudhu’ consists of several elements such as the
Niyyah or intention, obligatory and Sunnah elements, the sequence and
the count of washings and even the factors which invalidate Wudhu,
etc. The teacher, therefore, should consider that it will not be possible to
discuss all the elements concerning Wudhu in the short span of 35 or 40
minutes. Certainly, he or she will need more class periods.
Hence, the objectives should be specific. Also, the teacher ought to keep clearly
in mind which aspects of the topic are to be stressed. In order to address these
issues, a teacher will have to choose and underscore those objectives which
could be achieved in one class period. Writing objectives in precise terms before beginning a lesson serves several purposes: it assists the teacher to remain
focused during the lesson, it makes it easy for the teacher to assess learning
outcomes; and it helps the pupils to differentiate between the essential and secondary elements in the lesson.
21
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 21

9/11/17 4:44 PM

Teacher’s
Manual

3. Resource
Once the objectives of the lesson have been clearly defined, then the
teacher has to concentrate on textual material [Islamic Studies] that will
get the students’ attention. It might also be in the form of posters, or any
other item that relates to the topic.
4. Lesson Structure
This covers vocabulary or word stock. This section spotlights the
relevant Islamic terms and phrases that the pupil should learn and
comprehend. The teacher’s task at this stage is first to get some idea of
the pupils’ prior knowledge of the topic that she or he is about to teach
by asking students’ questions, using the vocabulary or words occurring
in the lesson and then to initiate a strategy to build on their knowledge.
On the topic of Wudhu or ablution, the teacher may ask the students,
‘How many of you know how to make Wudhu?’ A few students who
know the answer may raise their hands. The teacher may then ask one
of them to come forward and demonstrate the actions of Wudhu to the
class. This is an attention-grabbing approach.
The teacher may use any adequate technique to spark interest among
students. Once students are motivated, the task of developing the lesson
would become easy. A teacher may choose textual reading to point out
important facts, or use the chalkboard or any other device to underscore
them. Activities for younger children should include physical activity
wherever possible. These could include games, drawing and other craft
activities.
5. Activity
It is essential for teachers to bear in mind that all of their students
might not grasp the material at the same pace. There will always be
some in every class who need more or extra explanation and more
example in order to comprehend the topic under discussion. One way of
reinforcing the main points of the lesson is to let selected pupils enact or
repeat them in order to help out those who need more help. The teacher
can also elicit the parents’ help by sending home guidelines which state
the subject being taught and what the young student needs to work at
home.
6. Application or Association
Students acquire valuable knowledge but then they must apply or
translate it into their lives. This is of great importance. Teachers’ most
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important task is to bring about a gradual change in students’ behavior.
If a student were to display a particular behavior in our presence and
act otherwise in our absence, this would indicate that the learning ‘has
not yet been internalized’. For behavioural change to last, it will have to
be reinforced constantly by both parents and teachers until it becomes
an established norm for the student. The teacher should always try to
draw a link between knowledge or learning and action. Action is the
heart of Islam. Prayer, Fasting, the giving of Zakāt, voluntary charity,
Hajj, manners, interpersonal relations, and several other deeds are parts
of Islam.
In fact, according to a Hadith recorded by both al-Bukhari and Muslim
in their Sahihs, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah: ‘Faith has sixty-odd,
or seventy-odd branches, the highest and best of which is to declare
that there is no god but Allah, and the lowest of which is to remove
something harmful from a road. Modesty, too, is a branch of Faith.’
Islam is a practical way of life. Ample time and efforts will have to be
devoted in classroom and at home for educating students on practising
what they have learnt in the given textbook. Our main aim is to raise
generations of Muslims who would translate the teachings of Islam in
all aspects of their daily life.
7. Key Theme Summary
This section highlights the main theme the teacher would convey to
the students.

Evaluating One’s Own Lesson Plan
After planning a lesson, you might ask yourself these or similar questions:
Have I kept my objections clearly in mind?
Have I endeavored to plan according to my own teaching situation and
particular need?
Have I planned to use objects or means of holding students’ attention?
Have I tried to incorporate the study of the textbook’s [Islamic Studies]
key words and illustrations?
It may, however, not be possible to use all the suggestions given in short
Islamic Education classes. However, it is beneficial to vary the activities in
each class. In order to ensure complete coverage of the fundamental lessons
as found in the students’ textbook, it will be advisable to make a general
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planning sheet, after calculating the exact number of classes you will have.
It is significant to realize that completing a chapter or unit during
a particular time slot is important but not an end in itself. Students’
participation in the form of questions, answers and discussion with the
teacher would promote real learning: eye contact, a good sense of humor,
concern and regard for students, enthusiasm, courtesy and punctuality
would go a long way in making your teaching successful.

The Eighth Grader
Teaching ‘Islam’ to twelve-year-olds is a little different from teaching
older children. It is, therefore, significant to know the characteristics of the
young learner and their implications.
Eleven-twelve-year olds are very cautious of their up-gradation to a
new stage in their school life. They are quite aware that they are no longer
primary school children, and consequently, expect to be treated as more
mature persons who have moved on from the world of children’s games
and tales. Children of this age desire to be seen as part of the broader world
and now, on the first step towards adolescence, they are eager to find out
more about the adult world. The teacher should take advantage of pupils’
development, their capability to understand things is comparatively better
at this stage, and they can differentiate between unreal and real more easily.
Their attention span is greater so that they can undertake tasks of longer
duration, and can do painstaking home assignments independently.
Home assignments, of course, consist of both written and reading works:
students should be able to read parts of the life of Prophet Musa [chapters
15-16; 18-21 – Grade 8 textbook of Islamic Studies] at home, on their own,
without much help from the teacher. At this stage, students’ intellectual
horizons broader and they grow more adventurous. They want to explore
their surroundings. They enjoy findings things for themselves, for example,
from an encyclopaedia or from a dictionary or by visiting a website. They
enjoy gathering information on their own and cultivating their own interests
and hobbies. Students of this age should be given every opportunity
to experiment, explore and discover for themselves. They should be
encouraged to visit places of interest locally, and to visit institutions where
they can practise Islamic Values and understand that the Islam they are
learning in the class is really meant to be practised in their life; and that
Islamic Studies is not simply another subject on the curriculum.
At this stage, students also enlarge their social horizons and meet new
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friends at school and probably when they visit people with their parents.
They are keen to cooperate with friends at school and enjoy working with
their classmates. A significant point to realize here is that although students
at this age flex their muscles but they are exceptionally sensitive to criticism
and are extremely conscious of their personal image among their peers.
Children are especially concerned about how others perceive them, which
reflect upon their developing and sensitive personalities. Therefore, the
responses of others mean a great deal and might influence which path in
life the student will choose for himself or herself.
If pupils make a mistake don’t say ‘that’s wrong’ and then quickly turn to
another pupil: The teacher must exercise great care when correcting a student
so that he or she does not feel embarrassed. Correction in an abrupt manner
discourages students from making any effort in class. They keep silent because
they do not want to be shamed or ridiculed and they would always let the
cleverer students answer. Each student in a class must feel that he or she can
make a contribution to each lesson, and correction, if any, should be done
tenderly and discreetly. The focus of the teacher, therefore, should always
be to handle and treat the students in a sensible, fair, logical, diplomatic and
respectful manner. One cannot positively groom students by putting them
down every time they make a mistake if the negativity and criticism grow too
much for the child to bear, it can eventually force him or her to shut the pores
of his heart and mind in dealing with mistakes in order to preserve the sense
of self-esteem.
Keep clearly in mind that self-awareness and Allah-consciousness lead
to better and well-thought out decisions. Therefore, encourage pupils as
much as possible: even if they have given the wrong answer, it should be
appreciated that they have at least tried and they should be guided to find
the correct answer. The role of the teacher also undergoes a change at this
stage: he or she guides, assists and supports students to learn modes and
manners of self-learning rather than rely on the teacher as the sole source
of information!
Children need encouragement when they commit mistakes just as
much as when they discover solutions. Remember there is a big difference
between saying ‘How could you be so stupid?’ and saying ‘I know you are
intelligent and talented’.

1. Opening Class
The first class of the year is very important, because it is now that the
classroom climate is set. Teacher pupil and subject matter meet for the first
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time. Warmth and friendliness should mark this meeting and also a sense of
expectancy for the work of the Islamic Studies class this year.
The students should receive the impression that many wonderful
experiments await them, that they will learn many things.

2. The Art of Story-telling
Take help of a popular story in order to drive home the significance of
the subject. Often the most effective story is the one told directly to the
children. Story-telling brings about special rapport between the children
and the teacher. Although practice and experience are necessary before
one becomes truly expert, all of us are capable of telling stories. The most
important element in telling a story is love of children and an understanding
of their life. Then, the story will truly be told for them. For these reasons,
it is best not to use the actual words found in this manual or any other
book. Rather the manner of narration should be natural to the teacher and
adequate for the children to whom it is intended.

3. A few points to follow:
1. Immerse yourself in the story. Reread it a few times while preparing
for class. Try to visualize as many concrete details as possible. Then,
as you tell the story, try to see all these things. If you see and describe
them, the children will see them, too. Be a little dramatic. Young
children like stories told with zest and enthusiasm.
2. If possible, tell the story when seated with the children grouped
around you. Be calm and unhurried, briefly work in the main points of
the lesson whenever they should be stated. Patience is one of the most
important attributes of a teacher.
3. Keep words and sentences short and simple. Pause before ‘and’, ‘but’
etc. as if starting a new sentence. Try to build up suspense and curiosity.
4. Adapt the lesson to the children’s vocabulary and knowledge. If
occasionally a new word must be used, make sure that the context of
the lesson or story will help the children understand it. Remember,
words are not difficult, they are new.
The following story has something to do with studying religion – Islam.
Let’s see who can guess what the connection is!
A grammarian [a person who is an expert in the study of grammar] who
had studied many languages and has travelled all over the world decided
to go for a sail in a boat while he was spending his vacation by a sea.
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After he had enjoyed looking at the water for a while, the grammarian began
to talk with the boatman whom he had promised to pay for the ride.
‘How long have you been a boatman?’ he asked.
‘Twenty years, sir,’ said the boatman.
‘Have you ever travelled?’
‘No, sir. I have never gone beyond this part of the coast.’
‘That is too unfortunate,’ said the grammarian, ‘you have lost a quarter
of your life.’
After a brief pause, the grammarian asked the boatman, ‘Did you go to
high school? Do you know any other languages?’
‘No, sir. Only the language I learnt from my parents as a child.’
‘Then you have lost half your life,’ said the grammarian. ‘Have you
studied art or history?’
‘No, sir. I only know about boats and sea.’
‘What a shame,’ said the grammarian. ‘You have lost three quarters of
your life.’
Right then a sudden storm came sweeping toward them across the water.
The boatman tried to head for the shore, but it was too late. The storm
overtook them. The boatman now shouted at the top of his voice, ‘Do you
know how to swim.’
‘No,’ cried the grammarian.
‘Well then,’ yelled the boatman, ‘you have lost all of your life.’
Of course, this is merely a story that someone might have made up, but
it has a lesson for us – may be several lessons. Who can see what this story
has to do with studying Tawhīd or Oneness of Allah? The students might
suggest that we have to be practical and learn what will really help us in
life. If they succeed in formulating this concept, you can lead them on to
the question: ‘What do we truly need to learn in life. Is it enough that you
know how to keep alive, or is there something even more important that we
need to know. Guide them to realize that knowing and living our religion
prepares us for this life and the life to come. True practicality lies in knowing
and studying our Faith and making it a part of our daily life.
Create a warm and friendly relationship between yourself and the
students and among the students themselves. Put everyone at ease and
evoke a good response, especially on the part of shy and retiring students.
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LESSON PLANS
Chapter

01

Eemaan [Faith]
Aim
To help the students understand what Eemaan is.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Define Eemaan.
• List the essential elements or articles of Faith.
• Describe a true Mu’min or believer.
• Comprehend the overall message of the great Hadith of Jibreel with
special reference to Eemaan.
• Review the identity of the Angel Jibreel – his duties and nature
• Discover the components of Eemaan.
• Learn that Eemaan has sixty-odd or seventy-odd branches.
• Appreciate that he who has deficiency in Faith is still a believer.
Resource
Islamic Education grade 8; chapter 1.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Vital; recognition, affirmation; aspect; awning.
Explanation
Identify the essential elements or articles of Faith or Eemaan. Explain in
detail about the belief in Allah. This is a suitable time to talk about Allah’s
Beautiful Names – His Attributes. Define who the angels are and what they
are made of. Emphasize that the belief in the unseen angels is one of the articles
of Eemaan. Name some of the angels and their duties. Point out that belief in
all Books of Allah is one of the essential elements of Faith. List all the Books
of Allah sent to humankind. Explain that belief in His Messengers, the Last
Day and the belief in the Divine Decree [al-Qadr] are essential elements of
the Faith. Then move on to explain what ‘Eemaan is a statement and Action’
means! It has three elements: belief in the heart, profession by the tongue, and
performance of the deeds by the physical parts of the body.
• Identify some of the branches of Faith.
• Identity what sweetness of Faith signifies.
• A sinning believer remains a believer even after having sinned,
although he must seek Allah’s forgiveness.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
The cultivation of Faith or Eemaan: the Faith should be cultivated and
made to shine forth in the heart dispelling darkness and whispering
doubts, thus bringing one to higher levels of certainty [al-Yaqeen] and
reliance on Allah Most High. Inspire students to look into their Eemaan.
There are several things that testify to one’s Faith. Motivate students to
always supplicate to Allah that He deepens their Eemaan and help them to
strengthen it. The ‘Fortress of the Muslim’, a book containing supplications
compiled by Sa’id bin Wahf al-Qahtani published by Darussalam could be
of great benefit.
Key Theme Summary
The students have learnt the major themes given in this chapter:
definition of Eemaan, elements of Faith, branches of Faith also the
definition of sweetness of Faith. They also learnt that he is still a believer
who has deficiency in Faith.
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02

Belief in Allah
Aim
To have another look at the six articles of Eemaan or Faith and identify
the first article of Faith: Belief in Allah.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Discover that Belief in Allah is the cornerstone of Eemaan.
• Learn and internalize what Tawheed means.
• Discover some manifestations [expressions or display] of Allah’s
Attributes.
Resource
Islamic Education grade 8; chapter 2.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Cornerstone; monotheism;
alternates; encompasses.

Taaghoot;

manifestations;

resemble;

Explanation
The term Tawheed literally denotes ‘the making one’. It is derived from
the root W-H-D, which signifies: One, Single, Unique, Alone, To be without
equal etc. The term Ruboobiyah comes from the root R-B-B denoting
master, lord, owner, cherisher, Sustainer, etc. The term Uloohiyah is
derived from the root Ilāh [Ā-L-H], which denotes deity.
The word Taaghoot comes from the root T-Gh-w/y, which means to
overflow to exceed the limits, false deities, idols, evil powers.
Sifaat is the plural of the term Sifat, which denotes Attributes with which
Allah describes Himself.
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
Belief in Allah is that you should firmly believe in your heart, be
convinced of and confidently affirm that He is the true Allah who brought
into existence all created things; to Him are ascribed all the Attributes
of perfection; He is free from all defects and inabilities; and some of His
Attributes must be known in particular. For e.g., Existence – He is Eternal
in the sense that there never was a time when He was not Oneness,
Knowledge, or Power! In order for one’s Tawheed to be correct, one
must reject and deny any form of Taaghoot, false gods or false objects of
worship. Shirk is an unforgivable sin!
Key Theme Summary
• Major themes of this unit are:
• Tawheed [monotheism], Oneness of Allah and that it is of three
types.
• Manifestations of Allah’s Attributes. The chapter narrates in detail
the Attributes of Allah.
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Belief in the Angels
Aim
To help the students recognize that the belief in the Angels is one of the
six articles of Faith or Eemaan.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
-

Become aware that belief in the angels is another fundamental
belief that forms the cornerstone of Eemaan – the second article of
Faith.

-

Acknowledge that the angels are a type of Allah’s creation that
cannot be seen.

-

Identify what belief in the angels consists of.

-

Identify some of the tasks and actions the angels perform.

-

Learn the names of some of the angels and the specific tasks
entrusted to them.

-

Identify Usayd ibn Hudhayr’s seeing some like a canopy over his
head – those were the angels.

- Comprehend the duties we have towards the angels.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 3.

32
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 32

9/11/17 4:44 PM

Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Malak; horizon; authentic; vegetation; trumpet; az-Zabaaniyah; exalt;
perpetual; offensive; foetus; Mu’aqqibaat.
Explanation
Belief in the angels is the second article of Faith. What is the meaning of
Faith in the angels? It is that you should firmly believe and confidentially
affirm their existence; that they are honoured servants of light nature,
who never disobey Allah in what He commands them but do what they
are bidden; they are bodies of light; they are created from light; able to
take various forms and cover great distance in a fraction of time; are so
numerous that Allah Himself – Most High – alone knows their number.
There are some of them, it is essential to know by their names. They are
entrusted with different tasks.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
Encourage students to always be conscious that their angels are with
them at all times. Angels never disobey Allah. We have a lesson to learn
here! We should obey our parents, elders, and teachers and do quickly
what they bid us to do. Angels are always around us. We must understand
the duties we have towards the angels.
Key Theme Summary
• Belief in the angels are of the six articles of Faith.
• Angels are a type of Allah’s creation that cannot be seen.
• Belief in angels consists of four things. Each one of us has two angels
with him who constantly record all his words and deeds.
• There are angels called Muaqqibaat that protect man in all situations.
• There are also two angels that question the dead in their graves, as
well as angels that pray for the believers and support them when
they do righteous deeds.
• Usayd bin Hudhayr, a Companion of the Prophet  had an experience
of a lifetime, when he perceived a canopy over his head.
• A delightful Hadith narrates some of the functions of angels!
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Belief in Allah’s Books
Aim
To help the students learn about ‘Belief in Allah’s Books’ and make them
aware what does ‘Belief in Allah’s Book’ mean.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
-

Recall that Faith in the Books of Allah is one of the six articles of
Eemaan or Faith.

-

Recognize that Belief in Allah’s Books includes four things.

-

Make mention of the Divine revelations mentioned in the Noble
Qur’an.

-

Compare the previous revelations with the Gracious Qur’an.

-

Recognize that the Glorious Qur’an is protected by Allah Most
High.

Narrate the story of a Jew as one of the countless evidences to prove
that the Qur’an is an honourable Book; falsehood cannot come to it.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 4.
-
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Divine; abrogated; distorted; distortion; scriptures, remnants, specific;
inimitable; scribe; Islamic Fiqh; scrolls; remnants.
Explanation
• Belief in Allah’s Books means that you should firmly believe and
confidently affirm that Allah sent down revelations to His Messengers
– these Books were truly revealed by Allah.
• Belief in Allah’s Books includes four things.
• Previous Revelations, which came down prior to the Noble Qur’an
are distorted. Everything a Muslim needs for his guidance is
contained in the Qur’an.
• The Glorious Qur’an is protected by Allah himself.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
The Qur’an is a miracle. Inspire the students to collect more evidences that
go to establish that the Qur’an is a miracle.
Application or Association
-

Always show respect to the Gracious Qur’an. The Qur’an makes
five demands from us Muslims. These demands are:
1. To believe that the Qur’an is the word of Allah.
2. To recite it.
3. To understand it, to reflect upon it.
4. To act upon its teaching, and

5. To spread its message to others.
Key Theme Summary
- Belief in Allah’s Books is the third of the six articles of Faith.
-

Belief in Allah’s Books includes four things.

-

Divine revelations mentioned in the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

-

A word concerning the previous revelations.

-

The Glorious Qur’an is protected by Allah himself.

-

The essential message of all the Scriptures is gathered up in the
Qur’an. Hence, there is no need for any Muslim to turn to the
remnants of any of the previous revelations for guidance.
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Belief in the Messengers of Allah
Aim
To help the students learn about ‘Belief in the Messengers of Allah’ and
to make them aware that belief in the Messengers of Allah is the fourth
article of Faith.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
-

Explain what the belief in the Messengers of Allah means.

-

Know that all Messengers and Prophets were human beings.

-

List all the Messengers and Prophets mentioned in the Noble
Qur’an.

-

Correct belief in Allah’s Messengers consists of four things.

-

Know the difference between Nabee and Rasool.

-

Define the purpose of sending Prophets and Messengers.

Discover that the stories of Prophets and Messengers form a
significant portion of the Glorious Qur’an.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 5.
-
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Certainty; preserved; Khātam an-Nabiyyeen; Nabee; Rasool.
Explanation
Belief in the Messengers of Allah is the fourth article of Faith. Faith in
the Messengers means that you should firmly believe and confidentially
affirm that Allah Most High sent them to mankind to guide them to the
way of the truth, and that four things must be rightly asserted of them.
All Messengers and Prophets were human beings. Aadam was the first
man and the first Prophet; while the Prophet Muhammad was the final
Messenger of Allah to the whole of mankind.
There is a difference between Nabee and Rasool. There are twenty-five
Prophets mentioned in the Qur’an.
Stories of the Prophets and Messengers form a significant portion of the
Glorious Qur’an.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
Messengers and Prophets were all human beings. They were models
for humanity. The last Prophet and Messenger was Muhammad . He
completed the chain of Prophets and thus, sealed the succession. The
Gracious Qur’an and his teachings are preserved for humanity until the
end of time. Thus, it is the duty of the Muslim Ummah or community
to carry forward the task, which Prophets used to perform. This noble
task is to provide guidance to humanity throughout the world. What is
our duty towards the Prophet Muhammad ? Our faith in the Prophet
 as the True Messenger of Allah requires that we unconditionally obey
him. It is not only obedience that is required but we are told to follow the
Messenger step by step [Ittiba] [Aal-Imran 3:31]
Thus, our relationship with the Prophet  is of intense love, respect and
honour. Honour the Prophets: form a habit to use the invocation Alayhis Salaam
[Peace be upon him] whenever an angel or a Prophet other than the Prophet
Muhammad  is mentioned. When the mention of our Prophet Muhammad 
is made, always say: Sallal lāhu alayhi wasallam. Our Eemaan is not complete
and reliable until we love the Prophet  more than anyone else!
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Key Theme Summary
• The major theme of this unit is:
Belief in the Messenger of Allah: the fourth article of Faith, and that
correct belief in Allah’s Messenger  consists of four things, and
• The purpose of sending Prophets and Messengers.
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Chapter

06

Sūrat al-Asr [The Time]
Aim
Introduce Sūrat al-Asr to students and learn the meaning of each Āyah.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
-

Identify the cause of man’s misery or happiness in this worldly
life and the Hereafter.

-

Discover the means of salvation and avoiding loss: the one and
only worthwhile and trustworthy path to success that the Sūrah
describes.

- To become aware that all other ways lead only to loss and ruin.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 6.
• Methodical Interpretation of the Noble Qur’an part 30, by Dr. Ahmad
Nawfal, published by Darussalam, Lesson 31.
• Methodical Interpretation of the Noble Qur’an. Tafsir as-Sa’di [Parts
28, 29, 30] by Shaikh Abdur Rahman Ibn Nasir as-Sadi, published by
Darussalam, Tafsir of Sūrat al-Asr, pp. 451-52]
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Explanation
The Sūrah stands out as a masterpiece of brief and meaningful presentation.
In a few choice words, it says as much as would fill huge volumes. Without
exceptions, it shows both the right and evil paths, leading to man’s success
or disaster. This Sūrah describes the bare minimum conditions and essential
requirements of success in this life and the life to come. The Prophet’s 
Companions held this Sūrah in high esteem as is evident from the following
report by Abdullah ibn Hisn ad-Darimi: ‘Whenever two Companions of the
Prophet  met, they did not part their company until they recited the Sūrat
al-Asr to each other.’ [Quoted by Ibn Kathir – Tafsir ibn Kathir, vol. 10, page
583; published by Darussalam]
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
There is no need to over-emphasize the significance of memorizing this
Sūrah. The Sūrah could be easily memorized.
Application or Association
The span of life granted to man has been decreasing, like melting ice. If
man lets time pass by idly or spends it on doing wrong, it amounts to his
loss. Only those who have the four traits and perform accordingly are safe
against loss. We may revert to the analogy of a student in an examination
hall: if he wastes his time and does not answer his question paper, the wall
clock tells him his loss. Only those students who utilize each second of the
allotted time for solving the question paper to the best of their ability will
be rewarded. The Sūrah points out that believers who do good should not
lead life as isolated individuals. Rather their union should result in the
construction of a believing, righteous community. Each member of this
community owes the responsibility of not letting any decay set in. That
is why all its members are asked here to counsel one another to adhere
to truth and to practise steadfastness. Further, they should bear patiently
with all the troubles and hardships they encounter in adhering to and
supporting truth. This will help the community overcome its problems.
Key Theme Summary
The Sūrah invokes the Time, in the sense of both present and past, in
order to assert that man is in a state of loss. Only those possessing the
following traits are safe from this loss: (1) Faith, (2) Righteous deeds, (3)
Counselling each other to hold on to truth, and (4) Counselling each other
to be steadfast.
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Belief in the Last Day
Aim
To help the students become aware that belief in the Last Day is one
of the essential articles of Faith; precisely the fifth of the six articles of
Eemaan.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Explain what Yawm al-Aakhirah is.
• Recognize that the Last Day has a number of names.
• Describe some of the main events that will take place before the
arrival of the Last Day.
• Recognize that the grave is the first stage of the Hereafter.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 7.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Tremendous; al-aakhirah; calamity; coccyx; bone; reconstruct;
disintegrated, Munkar; Nakeeer.
Explanation
The Last Day is the Day of Resurrection or the Day or Rising up. The
meaning of Faith in it is confident assertion of its reality as a coming event,
and all of that it will comprise, such as resurrection of the created beings,
their giving of account of deeds done in flesh, the weighing of their deeds,
their passing over the Bridge, and the entering of some of them justly into
the fire, and some of them by Allah’s grace into the Garden. Belief in the
Last Day also includes belief in everything that will happen to a person
after his death and before the second blowing of the Horn or Trumpet.
This is the Intermediary Realm or Isthmus [Barzakh]. The Intermediary
Realm is the abode, which lies between the world and the life-to-come. This
includes the questioning by the two angels called Munkar and Nakeer.
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises given at the end of the
Chapter.
Application or Association
Allah has created everything with a fixed lifespan. In fact, there is no
certainty in life except death. Not only is death itself is inescapable, but the
place and the very day and hour of death have been fixed.
Yawm al-Akhirah is a real event. It will happen for everyone. We will
see it, hear it and live it as we do during the days of our life on the earth.
In death, we will be compelled to return to Allah. In life, however, we can
choose to draw closer to Allah voluntarily by living our lives according to
Allah’s Will. In this way, we have the opportunity to meet Allah and gain
His pleasure even before we leave this world. Those who fail to use the
bounties of life to earn His Pleasure during this life will forever regret their
mistake, for the end of life brings the end of opportunities for salvation.
The decision to live our lives for the sake of Allah is no guarantee that
we will not forget Allah and make on mistakes. All children of Adam
are sinners, but among sinners, best are those who constantly repent.
We should, therefore, constantly seek the forgiveness of Allah for every
single sin. Preparation to meet Allah must be the purpose and ultimate
goal of our existence. It is the most critical decision we must make today.
This will set the course and direction of our entire life – to live according
to the Noble Qur’an, as shown by that most noble of exemplars, Allah’s
Messenger .
Key Theme Summary
• A day will come when our time of trial on earth will end.
• Belief in the Last Day is one of the essential articles of Faith.
• Belief in the Last Day consists of three major things.
• Belief in the Last Day also includes belief in everything that will
happen to a person after his death and before the Day of Judgement.
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Chapter

08

Belief in the Divine Decree [al-Qadar]
Aim
Define al-Qadar and to make the students internalize that it is an
essential part of Eemaan to believe in al-Qadar or the Divine Decree.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
-

Recognize that it is obligatory upon every Muslim to believe in
al-Qadar.

-

Explain that there are four levels of belief in al-Qadar.

Explain that nothing can happen unless Allah Wills it and allows
it to occur.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 8.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Al-Qadar; Decree; Divine; formulated; sustenance.
Explanation
What is the meaning of Faith or belief in the Divine Decree [al-Qadar]?
It is that you should firmly believe and confidently affirm that Allah Most
High decreed both good and evil before the creation that all that has been
and all that will be is by the Divine Decree and Will. It is obligatory upon
every Muslim to believe in al-Qadar. There are four levels of belief in alQadar. Belief in the Divine Decree means that whatever happens emanates
from Allah Most High. Allah alone controls all affairs and nothing happens
in the universe that is not in His prior knowledge.
Allah is the owner. He is the Master and controller of this universe.
Therefore, it cannot be the case, as long as everything is under His Control
and part of His Dominion or Rule that something occurs in His Dominion
that does not want to happen. Thus, it is clear that nothing could ever
happen unless He wills it. Otherwise, His control and Mastery over His
Kingdom would be deficient and lacking; as things would be taking place
in His Kingdom that either He did not will to happen or they happened
without His knowledge. This is not possible at all.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
-
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Application or Association
1. When someone internalizes that all things are under the control
and decree of Allah, he frees his belief from any form of Shirk or
associating partners with Allah in His Lordship. When this settles
firmly in the heart of a person, he realizes clearly that there is none
worthy of praying to or seeking help from, relying upon, except that
One and Only Master – Allah Most High.
2. A person will place his trust in Allah. He will of course follow the
outward causes and effect, but he would realize that those causes
and effect will not bring any result unless Allah so wills. Hence, a
believer never puts his complete trust and reliance upon his own
actions or worldly aspects that he might have some control over.
3. With proper belief in al-Qadar, one does not become arrogant or
boastful. Instead, he becomes humble, modest and self-effacing. If
he achieves any of his goals, he knows that such goals only come
about because Allah, in His mercy, had decreed it for him.
4. The proper belief in al-Qadar brings about calm and peace of mind.
Hence, if he loses a beloved or something of this world, he does not
go crazy or mad. He does not despair or give up hope. Instead, he
realizes that such was the will of Allah that he must accept. He also
realizes that everything that occurs does so in accordance with Allah’s
Divine Decree; and there is wisdom behind everything. He realizes that
nothing happens accidentally, haphazardly or coincidentally, without
reason or purpose behind it.
5. Faith in Divine Decree or al-Qadar gives a person strength and
courage. He knows that Allah has recorded his life and provision
for him. However, these things come from Allah and are already
decreed. Therefore, he does not fear struggling and striving for the
sake of Allah as the time of his death is already fixed. He fears no one
when it comes to his sustenance; and provision as such comes from
only Allah and have been recorded for him. No human can cut off
his livelihood if Allah has decreed. He knows very well and is aware
that he shall continue to receive sustenance and provision from one
or other source.
Key Theme Summary
The major theme of this chapter is:
• Belief in the Divine Decree [al-Qadar]
• It is obligatory upon every Muslim to believe in al-Qadar.
• There are four levels of Faith in al-Qadar.
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Islam – Meaning of the Five Pillars of Islam
Aim
To help the students learn ‘the meaning of the five Pillars of Islam’
[Islam]
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Discover that Islam is built on five Pillars, in the light of the Hadith
Jibreel.
• Find out what ‘the testimony of Faith’ signifies.
• Learn about the conditions of Laa ilaaha illalAllah, which are seven in
number.
• Discover the meaning of the second part of the Shahaadah:
‘Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’.
• Become aware of one’s obligations towards the Prophet .
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 9.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Islam; Zakaat; significance; unconditionally; cardinal; edifice; testimony;
fulfilment; cornerstone; certainty; submission; dictates; criterion.
Explanation
The word Islam means surrender or submission. Islam is built on five
Pillars. Explain the importance of the Hadith of al-Bukhaaree and Muslim,
describing the pillars of Islam. The Shahaadah is the cornerstone of Islamic
Faith. The conditions of Laa ilaaha illalAllah are: (1) Knowledge, (2) Certainty,
(3) Sincerity, (4) love, (5) Truthfulness, (6) Submission, and (7) Acceptance.
The second part of the Shahaadah is to testify that Muhammad  is the
Messenger of Allah. When a person says, ‘I bear witness that Muhammad
 is the Messenger of Allah’, it becomes obligatory upon him to love and
follow the Prophet . Hence, it is very essential for one to understand
what the Shahaadah affirms and rejects.
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
Do we fully understand what Islam is? What does it means to be a
Muslim? We assume as we are born into a Muslim family and bear a
Muslim name that we are Muslims. But as we grow up, we have to make
a conscious effort to learn and internalize what Islam means and what our
obligations as Muslims are. Unless we make a firm commitment to live
the life of a believer, our Faith [Eemaan] will be very superficial. For this
purpose, we have to build up our knowledge about Islam and try to fulfil
our obligations. The word Islam is derived from the Arabic root S-L-M,
which denotes peace, safety, tranquillity, completeness, to submit to, to
hand over etc.
In this way, a Muslim plays an important role in society. He is in peace
with his Creator as well as his fellow human beings and all creation.
The word Islam also means submission. When we talk about Islam as a
religion, it means that we commit ourselves to the Will of Allah and are
ready to obey His Commands.
Key Theme Summary
The major theme of this chapter is:
It describes what Islam is and what does the Shahaadah demand from its
adherents. It should be understood that Islam is totalitarian; it completely
encompasses his whole life. It does not differentiate between duty as a
believer and duty as a citizen: between what is owed to Allah and what
is owed to society. All social responsibilities are religious in character
and religion is fulfilled in what follows in the mosque, but also in the
marketplace.
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Chapter

10

Salāh [The Prayer]
Aim
To help the students understand the place of Salāh [the Prayer] in Islam.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Understand the term ‘Salāh’
• Understand the importance of Salāh.
• Recognize the merit of the Congregational Prayer.
• Learn what Ihsaan is.
• Understand that absent-mindedness ruins the quality of Prayer.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 10.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Salāh; supplications; recitations; eternal; congregational; absolve;
conscious; intimately; heedlessness; foliage; mediator; agitation;
scatterbrain; Ihsaan; litmus test.
Explanation
Salāh is an Arabic word. Lexically, it means Du’ā or supplication. Salāh
is the technical expression for the words and the acts beginning with
the Takbiratul Ihram and ending with the Taslim – the pronunciation of
the Salaam with which the Prayer service ends. By the utterance of the
Takbiratul Ihram [The Takbir of sanctification], the one who prays, cuts
himself off for the time being from the mundane life and its interests
and devotes himself to the world of sacred things till the Prayer service
is completed. Islam and Salāh are in truth inseparable. The Prophet’s 
Ahādith distinctly speak of its merits and merits of the congregational
Prayer. Salāh is the most essential pillar of Islam. Absentmindedness ruins
the quality of the Prayer. In order to achieve concentration, both physical
as well as mental preparedness are necessary.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
Although Allah is Most High, sublime and far beyond the human reach.
He is approachable through devotion. The heart can feel His presence.
The heart can sense the warmth of His Mercy. One of the most effective
means of gaining nearness to Him is through Salāh.
Salāh is the hallmark of a Muslim. A hallmark put on gold, silver and
platinum objects the quality of the metal. At the same time, the Prayer is
known to purify the believer’s heart, acting as a powerful spiritual cleanser.
In order not to lose focus and concentration in Salāh, one must work hard
at dumping wrong thoughts – worries, imaginations, worldly concerns
etc. – before beginning to offer Salāh. The positive thing one must engage
himself in it is to focus on the meanings of what is reciting. This will leave
no room for useless thoughts. Anyone who wants to seriously focus his
mind in Salāh, should first get rid of the worries, needs and distraction.
Empty the mind…!
Key Theme Summary
The major theme of this chapter is the Salāh. Its importance, merits of
congregation. Prayer and that it is the foremost form of Ibadah.
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Zakaat [The Purifying Dues]
Aim
To help the students learn and internalize that Zakaat [the Purifying
Dues] is the third Pillar of Islam that comes immediately after Salāh.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Learn the verbal meaning of the word Zakaat.
• Learn and appreciate the technical meaning of Zakaat in Islam.
• Recognize the importance of Zakaat.
• Become aware of the fate of those who refuse to pay Zakaat.
• Understand what Nisaab or scale on which Zakaat becomes
obligatory is.
• Become aware that thankfulness is a trait of all good-hearted people.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 11.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Zakaat; miserliness; Nisaab; Zakaat year; recipient.
Explanation
Zakaat is the third pillar of Islam. Zakaat is a portion of one’s wealth
given to the poor and such like, with the intention to seek the pleasure of
Allah. Those who have possessions are obligated to concern themselves
about those who lack what they enjoy. It teaches that what is mine belongs
to Allah and subsequently to the community in the ultimate reckoning.
Zakaat takes the honoured place among the five Pillars of Islam. The root
idea of Zakaat is purification. Zakaat is often linked with Salāh as one of
the first confirming obligations of a Muslim. It has clear Qur’anic force.
Zakaat is the right of the poor.
The Noble Qur’an and the Hadith use the sternest terms to warn those
who refuse to pay Zakaat. If a person denies the obligation of Zakaat or
says it is not part of Islam, then he is definitely a disbeliever.
Zakaat is imposed only after the Zakaatable wealth reaches a minimum
level, which is called the Nisaab, or scale. Different types of properties
have different Nisaabs. According to the Qur’an, there are eight categories
of people who are entitled to receive Zakaat.
Considering the length of the chapter, the teacher may pace their work
skilfully: as fast or as slow as required.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
There is a tendency in human beings either to save money or to spend
it on their own needs. This greediness or selfishness is cured by the duty
or obligation to give a portion of one’s wealth to other needy so that who
are unable to move in the economic arena can be looked after and no one
remains destitute in the community. This act of purification is achieved by
giving Zakaat. As all things in the universe belongs to Allah, so does the
wealth that is in the possession of human beings. Therefore, if one gives
the Zakaat, one is only fulfilling one’s duty as a trustee by handing back
what already belongs to others.
One Most Important Point:
There are several religious obligations from which minors – those who
have not reached the age of puberty – are excused on the ground of their
tender years. This is not in the case of Zakaat. If the property of a minor
reaches the Nisaab or assessable amount and has been in his possession
for one complete lunar year, his guardian is under obligation to see that
the proper Zakaat is paid from it.
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Key Theme Summary
The major theme of this chapter is that it is the third Pillar of Islam.
The term denotes blessing or growth. The giving of Zakaat purifies the
believer. The Zakaat is the right of the poor.
The Noble Qur’an Verses and the Hadeeth use the sternest terms to
warn those who refuse to pay the Zakaat. Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq, the first
of the four Rightly-Guided Caliphs, had no hesitation in taking up arms
against Muslims who refused to pay the Zakaat.
According to the Glorious Qur’an, eight categories of people are entitled
to receive Zakaat. A Zakaat receiver should pray for blessings and mercy
for the Zakaat givers.
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10

Aayatul Birr [The Righteous Verse]
Aim
To help the students learn, understand and internalize the meanings of
the Verse 177 of Sūrat al-Baqarah.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Discover that the Noble Qur’an has untold, priceless treasures to
offer.
• Introduce to the students the Aayatul Birr: One complete Āyah.
• To discover and appreciate that it is one of the most beautiful
summaries of essential Islamic beliefs and practices.
• Realize that there is a deep relationship between Sūrat al-Asr and
Aayatul Birr.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 12.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Quest; arbiter; decay; al-Birr; rosebud; direction; worship.
Explanation
[Perceiving the length of the unit, the teachers may work on their own
pace: as fast or as slow as they find necessary]
At the outset, explain what the term ‘al-Birr’ denotes to the students.
Then elaborate the deep relationship the Aayatul Birr bears to the Sūrat
al-Asr. Who are the truly righteous? The Aayah answers this question in
distinct terms. Although the outward forms are essential, these are not
what give worship its value or meaning.
The Aayatul Birr, besides describing the five principle articles of Eemaan,
it also reveals the main categories of good deeds.
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Inspire them to memorize the Aayah.
Application or Association
The Verse gives the basic principles and concepts of true Faith and some
fundamental rules and requirements of proper Islamic behaviour. Belief
or Eemaan, which the Aayah refers to is genuine belief, for it is only such
belief and Faith that could inspire one to be truly faithful to Allah.
The Aayah places special emphasis on keeping of promises. The real test
of the human being is in the field of morality and character. It is necessary
to place special emphasis on this point to alert Muslims to be vigilant
against all kinds of threats to their real assets – their moral character. A
man without good moral character is like a barren land and a loser in life
and Hereafter, even if he prays and performs all rituals. The Verse teaches
us that there are three occasions, which specially require patience: In ba’saai
meaning the hardships of poverty and hunger; in darraa’i, which refers to
physical distress and afflictions and during ba’s, that is, times of peril and
strife. Our youth should internalize and follow this comprehensive model
of a believer’s character, portrayed in this Verse.
Key Theme Summary
Aayatul Birr – the Righteousness Verse describes the five principal
articles of Eemaan or Faith. It also describes three main categories of good
deeds. The Verse portrays a full, comprehensive model of a believer’s
character.
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The Pilgrimage to the House [The Hajj]
Aim
To help the students learn that Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam and to
recognize its importance.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Define and understand what Hajj is.
• Discover that Hajj is one of the pillars of Hajj.
• Find out who must perform Hajj.
• Learn about the pre-requisites of Hajj.
• Describe virtues of Hajj.
• Discover what Meeqaat is.
• Learn how a Muslim performs Hajj and to get a glimpse of the
various acts and stages of Hajj.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 13.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Hajj; reported; betook; pre-requisites; Dhul Hijjah; virtues; Tawaaf;
circumambulation; meritorious; Meeqaat; obligations; prohibitions;
expiation; bounty; Ihraam.
Explanation
[Given the length of the unit, the teacher may work on their own pace:
as fast or as slow as they find essential]
It will be beneficial if the Arabic terms used in this chapter concerning
Hajj are displayed on the blackboard and then the teacher may discuss
these words as an opening to let the students realize what the chapter will
be about!
Place before the students an overview of the Hajj, rules and conditions,
dwelling on the following major themes:
-

The meaning of the Hajj and its importance as one of the pillars of
Islam.

-

On whom Hajj is obligatory.

-

Pre-requisites or pre-conditions for Hajj.

-

Virtues of Hajj.

-

Define Meeqaat and explain various Mawaqeet.

-

Uncover various stages and the rites of Hajj.

-

Explain what Ihraam means. Describe obligations and
prohibitions of Ihraam. Tell the students that the Ihraam is the
special garb worn by the pilgrims. Ihram actually denotes ‘putting
oneself in the sacred state that is, for the time being removing
oneself from ordinary worldly life, and devoting oneself to a
life of a sacred character. It is symbolized by wearing the special
pilgrim dress, which itself is called the Ihraam.

-

Explain what expiation or Kaffaarah means. The term Dam
denotes blood – offering of blood.

-

Then the three types of Hajj: explain them.

-

Describe in detail what Tawaaf means.
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
• Hajj is obligatory only once in a lifetime. Allah’s Messenger  was
asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Is Hajj every year or just once?’ He said,
‘Rather it is just once. And whoever can perform Hajj voluntarily, let
him do so.’ [Ibn Majah H. 2886; graded Sahih]
• Allah’s Messenger  urged Muslims to hasten to perform the Hajj
as soon as they are capable of doing it. The Messenger of Allah ,
‘Whoever intends to perform Hajj, let him hasten to do so, for he may
fall sick, lose his mount, or be faced with some need.’ [Ibn Majah H.
2883; graded Sahih]
• The act of Hajj teaches us to live simply, unwastefully, spend in
moderation and to avoid arrogance. Hajj provides an opportunity
to see the diversity of the Ummah, the unity of the Muslims from
all over the world, and the equality of the rich and the poor, black
and white, in these simple and timeless rituals. The Hajj eliminates
all distinctions of nationality, colour or language. All differences are
discarded and all unite in worship of Allah. Hence, Hajj should be
performed with a conscious effort to understand its purpose and to
internalize its true spirit.
• When you say goodbye and leave your home for Hajj, say goodbye
to your wrongdoings, if any.
• During the journey when you travel over from one place to another,
travel towards nearness to Allah.
• When you discard your worldly routine clothes and put on your
Ihraam, discard sins from your life.
Key Theme Summary
The major theme of this chapter is that it is the fifth Pillar of Islam. The
importance, principal virtues and obligation of Hajj was discussed. In
addition, when it becomes obligatory and the conditions of being able to
perform Hajj. The Meeqat – Mawaqeet, the stages or rites of Hajj and the
types of Hajj were also discussed.
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Chapter

14

Fasting in the Month of Ramadhaan
Aim
To help the students learn about Fasting in the month of Ramadhaan.
Objectives
• The students will be able to:
• Define the term as-Siyaam
• Recognize the importance and virtues of Fasting.
• Discover who must Fast.
• Find out those who should not Fast; and those who are excused from
Fasting.
• Say when Ramadan begins.
• Know what the Fast is and when it begins and ends.
• Discover what the pre-dawn meal [the Suhoor] is.
• Know what the pillars of Fasting are. What are the Sunnah acts of
Fasting?
• Know the things that nullify the Fast.
• Describe the acts that nullify the Fast and require qadhaa’ and
kaffaarah.
• Describe the types of Fast.
• Explain the forbidden Fast.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 14.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
As-Siyaam; Shareeah; Ramadhaan; intercessor; intercede; terminally ill;
formulate; suhoor; imsaak; sunan; Qadha’; kaffaarah; Nafl; Nadhr; arafah;
Aashuraa; taasuaa; al-ayyaam al-beedh; at-Tashreeq; Eidul Fitr; Eidul
Adh-haa.
Explanation
Lay out Arabic terms and English words that form part of the chapter’s
vocabulary, on the chalkboard. Discuss definitions before getting started.
Use the Arabic terms and definitions in a way that would send home the
message what the chapter will be about.
Deliver the message: Performing Siyaam in the month of Ramadhan
is a Pillar of Islam. Then describe the importance and virtues of Fasting.
Fasting shows one’s sincerity to Allah. Now describe: who must Fast and
those who should not Fast, those who are excused from Fasting.
What should a Muslim do when the month of Ramadhan arrives? Talk
about the ‘intention’. Suhoor, Pillars of Fasting, and things that nullify
the Fast. Discuss types of Fasting. Point out the days on which Fasting is
forbidden.
Activity
Inspire the students to complete the exercises at the end of the unit.
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Application or Association
Ramadhan is a spring of righteousness. There is a sudden outpouring
of spiritual activity. Mosques get crowded with worshippers and there is
a feeling of warmth, mercy and delight in the air with a passionate desire
to worship. Fasting carries with it several spiritual benefits, and is an
effective means for spiritual growth, moral development, improvement
of bodily health and social good. In a way, the whole purpose of Islam
and all its rites and observances, is nothing but the training to perfection
of energetic, righteous men and women. Fasting is a means to get closer to
our Sustainer. The following tips can be followed to make the most of the
opportunity that Ramadhan offers:
-

In the month of Shaaban, prepare yourself mentally and
physically for the great month to come.

-

Days 1-20 of Ramadhan:

As the blessed month arrives, plan your daily routines in such a way
that enables you to offer Prayers easily five times a day, preferably in the
mosque. Resolve to recite or listen to the complete Qur’an, at least once
during the month from day one, start offering the Tarāwih in the mosque.
-

Days 21-29/30:

In just a few days, this blessed month would leave: cherish every
moment. Supplicate, recite Istighfar, send blessings and peace upon the
beloved Messenger of Allah . The Laylatul Qadr is the crowning feature
of this portion of the month. The Night of Power is better than a thousand
months.
Key Theme Summary
The major theme of this chapter is that it is the fourth Pillar of Islam. The
topics that were discussed were the importance and virtues of Fasting,
who must Fast and who are excused from Fasting, pillars of Fasting, the
Sunnah acts of Fasting, the acts that spoil the Fast and require Qadhaa and
Kaffaarah and different types of Fasts.
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Prophet Moosaa 1 – 
Aim
To help the students learn about Pharaoh’s persecution of the children
of Isrāil and the birth of Moosaa.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Witness Prophet Ya’qoob and his sons’ arrival into Egypt at the
invitation of Prophet Yoosuf.
• Find out who the Pharaohs of Egypt were.
• Learn about Pharaoh’s persecution of the children of Isrāil.
• Learn about Moosaa’s extraordinary survival as a baby.
• Discover how Pharaoh’s wife adopts Moosa.
• Learn about the distress of Moosaa’s mother.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 15.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Can’aan; compassionate; counsel; descendants; Banu Isrāil; the Isrāilites;
Pharaohs; persecution; Coptic; Soothsayers; sorcerers; survival; distress.
Explanation
[A note on the term Copt/Coptic]:
The Arabic word for Copt is al-Qibt, which denotes the original or
genuine people of Egypt, not foreigners or aliens. For details see E. W.
Lane’s ‘Arabic-English Lexicon, vol. 2, page 2484]
Canaan is the ancient name of the land of Palestine and also the name of
one of the sons of Prophet Nooh [for detail refer to: ‘Stories of the Prophets’
by Ibn Kathir, published by Darussalam p. 87]
Among the Prophets of Allah, Prophet Moosaa  occupies a position
of central significance. The story of Prophet Moosaa in the Qur’an is told
extensively. It is mentioned in no less than thirty-five different Sūrahs.
His name is mentioned in the Qur’an more often than that of any other
Prophet – 136 times. After Allah’s Messenger Muhammad  to whom the
Qur’an is firstly addressed and who is spoken to on virtually every page,
the story of Prophet Moosaa is told in greater detail than of any other
Prophet, segments of it being revealed again and again, with variations.
This is because distinct apparent and significant parallels exist between
the Prophet Moosaa and Allah’s Messenger Muhammad .
The Qur’anic account of the life of Prophet Moosaa is miraculously
powerful. It is so complex that it needs to be divided into sections
corresponding to the crucial stages of this great Messenger’s life. Therefore,
we have presented his story in six parts. The present part [Part One] deals
with the following central points:
A. Prophet Ya’qoob and his sons emigrate to Egypt: a brief historical
background.
B. Definition of Pharaoh.
C. Pharaoh’s persecution of the Children of Isrāil, and killing of their
new-born baby-boys.
D. The birth of Moosaa.
E. How Allah inspired his mother to put him in a basket and cast
him into the Nile.
F. How the family of Pharaoh came to adopt him and unwittingly
handed him over to his own mother to foster him!
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Activity
Encourage the students to complete the exercises given at the end of the
unit.
Application or Association
In the Noble Qur’an, Pharaoh is the perfect example of unbelieving,
arrogant, unjust and self-deifying man. He deliberately suppressed the
truth in order to arrogate to himself the rights and powers that are Allah’s
property. This arrogance is summed up in two words in the Qur’an, Kufr
and zulm, the first meaning is the deliberate ignoring of truth for one’s
own end, the second being that unusual oppression and injustice which is
the hallmark of every tyrant.
The episode of Moosaa’s story described in this chapter are those of his
birth in exceptionally difficult circumstances and how Allah took care of
him. This shows the hand of the Divine Will working openly, without
any apparent human medium, striking directly at the root of cruelty and
injustice. It thus gives support and empowerment to the oppressed. This
is the fact that Muslims need to understand. The message is that when evil
is at its peak, it carries the cause of its own destruction. Allah intervenes to
support the powerless who are made to suffer at its hand. We almost see
the sword being drawn to cut Moosaa to pieces. His mother is so worried,
fearing that the news of Moosaa’s birth might reach the cruel authority.
However, at this point, Allah’s hand intervenes, making direct contact
with the worried mother, and inspires her with what to do. Pharaoh is
unable to do anything. Allah’s Will throws the child into his own lap,
placing him into Pharaoh’s own palace. Pharaoh is helpless. He does with
his own hands what brings about his own downfall.
The message? Always take hardships and trials in your stride! Place
your trust in Allah. Do your part! Tie your camel and then put your trust in
Allah. Trusting in Allah and His plan while making efforts, taking action
and then accepting the result reflectively is the teaching of our Prophet .
Key Theme Summary
The major themes of this chapter are:
•
•
•
•
•

A brief historical background of Prophet Moosaa’s ancestors.
Pharaohs and the Pharaoh of Moosaa’s time.
The oppression of the Children of Isrāil.
Moosaa’s birth and rescue from death.
Moosaa’s entering into Pharaoh’s palace and ultimately returning to
his own mother.
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Prophet Moosaa 2 – 
Aim
To help the children learn about Moosaa’s early youth, his accidental
killing of a Copt and his leaving the land of Egypt.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Witness Moosaa’s early youth.
• Learn about his feelings concerning the plight of the Children of
Isrāil.
• Discover how Moosaa accidentally kills a Copt.
• Learn about Moosaa’s second encounter with the same quarrelsome
Isrāilite.
• Learn about Pharaoh’s council and the courtiers sentencing Moosaa
to death.
• Narrate how Moosaa leaves Egypt and takes shelter in Madyan
where he encounters two helpless women and waters their flock.
• Learn how Moosaa subsequently marries one of them and settles
down in Madyan.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 16.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Weaned; awe; humiliation; Madyan; Gulf of Aqabah; Koofah; Basra.
Explanation
Moosaa lived in the king’s palace as a prince. When he reached manhood,
Allah bestowed upon him wisdom and knowledge, but his trials and tests
too began now.
Allah tested him in many situations. His first test was his accidental
killing of the Copt – the Egyptian. He did not really have an interest
or purpose for killing him. Then when he was sought for the error he
had committed, he left the place and took shelter in Madyan. He had
not previously experienced any hardship and he did not know even
the route. But depending on his Master, the Mighty, the Merciful, he
prayed: ‘ ﮋ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ ﮊPerhaps my Master will guide
me to the right path’. [al-Qasas 28:22]
Moosaa saw that his position was now indefensible, both in the
palace and in the city and indeed anywhere in Pharaoh’s territory. So he
suffered voluntary exile. He travelled for about eight days, a distance of
aproximately 450 kilometres on foot and reached Madyan – to the north
of Hijaz in the Arabian Peninsula. He was tired and exhausted. Yet the
scene before him is one that a person with sound moral sense cannot bear.
He steps forward and puts things right. The father of the two girls invites
Moosaa to his house and frankly offers one of his daughters. Moosaa
accepts the offer, marries and completes the term that is more agreeable to
his father-in-law.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the unit.
Concerning the activity D: Think-up, the following hints might prove
useful:
Imāduddin Abul Fida Ismail ibn Kathir was born in the year 1301 CE,
in Jandal, in the province of Basrah and then moved to Damascus where
he died in the year 1372 CE. He was a student of Ibn Taymiyah. He was a
scholar of Tafsīr language, Fiqh, history and Hadith. His Tafsīr popularly
known as Tafsīr Ibn Kathir has been translated into English and is published
by Darussalam in ten volumes. His other work on history al-Bidayah
wan-Nihayah [The Beginning and the End] has also been translated into
English and is published by Darussalam in several volumes. His Tafsīr Ibn
Kathir is a famous Commentary of the Qur’an. Among his work is also
‘the Stories of the Prophets’. This book is also translated into English and
published by Darussalam.
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Application or Association
The major theme of this chapter and the message of Moosaa is that
when evil is at its peak, it carries the cause of its own destruction. When
violence is let loose, it does not need people to fight it. Allah Most High
intervenes to support the powerless who are made to suffer at its hands.
The section already displays that there is only one True Power in the
universe, Allah’s, and only one true value, Faith. Whoever turns to Allah
for support, need have no fear, even though he may be lacking material
power, and whomever Allah opposes can enjoy neither peace nor security
even though he may be in possession of all kinds of material power. The
one who internalizes this value of Faith enjoys every good thing. Thus, the
real meaning of absolute trust [Tawakkul] in Allah is the detachment of
fear and hope from everything apart from Allah.
Allah’s Hand is always at work. At the right moment, something
intervenes to carry out His will. Although Tawakkul requires one to
rely on Allah, this does not mean that one should not make any effort to
achieve the desired result. Trusting in Allah and His plan while taking
action and then accepting the outcome reflectively is the Prophet’s  way
– the Messenger’s  Sunnah!
Key Theme Summary
• This chapter took a look at Moosaa’s life in the palace of Pharaoh.
When he came of age and reached manhood, Allah bestowed on him
wisdom and knowledge.
• At this stage in his life, Moosaa had an unfortunate experience, which
made his existence in Egypt almost impossible. He killed an Egyptian
indeliberately. Pharaoh’s men came to know of the incident. They
resolved to kill Moosaa in revenge. Moosaa emigrated to Madyan,
where he met a hospitable old man. He married one of his daughters
and settled down for a decade, in Madyan.
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Luqman’s Advice to His son
Aim
To help students learn Āyaat 12 to 19 of Sūrah Luqman, and make them
understand the meaning of each of these Āyaat.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
• Discover who Luqman was.
• Find out the nature of the wisdom bestowed on him and the special
characteristic.
• Highlight the badness of Shirk or polytheism.
• Underscore the merits of obedience to one’s parents and define its
limits.
• Get a glimpse of the All-Comprehensive Knowledge [Ilm] and
Power of Allah.
• Learn how evil arrogance and boastfulness are.
• Discover what moderation in one’s gait or manner of walking and
speaking is.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 17.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Hikmah; scholars; enjoined; haughtily; self-deluded; preliminary;
cardinal sin; polytheism or Shirk; embarrassed; blameworthy.
Explanation
[Considering the length of the chapter, it is left to the discretion of the
teachers to decide to work at their own pace; as fast or as slow as they find
essential]
The first question: Who was Luqmaan?
There is a difference of opinion over the identity of Luqmaan. There are
two opinions: was he a Prophet or just a righteous servant of Allah without
Prophethood? The majority favoured the view that he was not a Prophet
[Nabiyy]. He was a righteous servant of Allah without being a Prophet.
According to Abdullah ibn Abbas, the Companion of the Messenger ,
Luqmaan was an Ethiopian slave who was a carpenter. His full name was
Luqmaan bin Anqa bin Sadūn and his son’s name was Tharan. Luqmaan
was short, black, had a flat nose and thick lips.
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Some Advice of Luqmaan
Imām Ahmad recorded that Ibn Umar said, ‘The Messenger of Allah 
said, ‘Luqmaan the Wise used to say: when something is entrusted to the
care of Allah, He protects it.’ [Ahmad] (For detail refer Tafsīr Ibn Kathir,
vol. 7, pages 576 and 585, published by Darussalam]
The term Hikmah
The word Hikmah is derived from the root H-K-M, and it occurs 20
times in the Noble Qur’an. Hikmah means knowledge of the true nature
of things and action according to the requirements thereof, and therefore
it is divided into intellectual and practical. It means the attainment of that
which is true or right, by knowledge and by deed.
• Hikmah means understanding of the Qur’an
• It means being correct in word and deed
• Wisdom is the recognition of the Deen of Allah, understanding it
and putting it into practice.
• Wisdom is heedfulness
• The Book of Allah is wisdom. The Sunnah of the Prophet  is wisdom.
The Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet  contain untold, priceless
treasures of timeless wisdom. The Qur’an states: He gives wisdom
to whoever He wills, and he who has been given wisdom, has been
given much good.’ [al-Baqarah 2:269]
• What is, then, the nature of this wisdom and what is its special
characteristic? The Qur’an has summed up in a phrase: ‘Be grateful
to Allah.’ The Qur’an does not say he grateful only to Allah. Islam
rather teaches its followers to be grateful to parents, to be grateful
to everyone who does something for them. A Hadith of the Prophet
 states: ‘He who does not thank people does not thank Allah.’
[Ahmad, at-Tirmidhi]
As we have pointed out, there is a striking relationship between Sūrat
al-Asr and the Verses 12-19 of Sūrat Luqmaan. Point out this relationship
to the students. Then go on to establish that Allah Most High is free from
all needs. Humanity is in need of Him.
• Dwell upon the truth that Shirk is a great wrong. It is indeed a great tyranny.
• Other pieces of Luqmaan’s advice are: Nothing escapes Allah’s
Knowledge and nothing is beyond His grasp. A grain hidden in a
rock might be beyond man’s ken, but Allah’s knows it.
• The Qur’an’s words: Wa laa tusa’ir khaddak linnaas are significant. Sa’r
is a disease that affects a camel’s neck and as a result of it, its head
is always turned in one direction only. Mukhtaal denotes an arrogant
person who thinks too highly of himself. Fakhoor denotes someone
who boasts about his bigness before others.
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Inspire them to memorize these Aayaat.
Application or Association
Be thankful to Allah. Be thankful to your parents. Internalize the truth
that Shirk or associating others with Allah is great tyranny, a great wrong.
Always keep clearly in mind that nothing escapes Allah’s knowledge.
Nothing is beyond his grasp. Attend regularly to Prayers and enjoin the
doing of what is right and forbid the doing of what is wrong.
Do not behave arrogantly and do not be boastful. Be of moderate bearing
in your walk. Lower your voice. It is a mark of politeness. To shout or cry
at the top of one’s voice in order to humiliate others or to impress others
with one’s superiority or bigness is extremely reprehensible. The Qur’an
likens it to a donkey’s braying.
Key Theme Summary
The chapter deals with Luqmaan’s advice to his son, which consists of 8
Verses of Sūrah Luqmaan. It is the 31st Sūrah in the Noble Qur’an. Its major
themes are: (1) Granting of wisdom upon Luqmaan; (2) His gratefulness
to Allah (3) Luqmaan’s advice to his son to keep away from the cardinal
sin of Shirk or polytheism (4) To be good to his parents (5) that nothing
escapes Allah (6) and that he should guard himself against arrogance and
boastfulness.
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18

The Prophet Moosaa 3 – 
Aim
To help students learn how Moosaa, after his years of exile in Madyan,
was on his way back to Egypt with his wife whom he had married there
and how he received his first Revelation directly from Allah: the call to
Prophethood.
Objectives
The students will:
• Learn how Moosaa, having completed his ten years’ term, left
Madyan for Egypt.
• See Moosaa on his way back to Egypt with family; the sighting of a
fire; speaking to Allah and conferring of Prophethood on him.
• Learn about the command to go to Pharaoh, invite him to Islam, and
have the Isrāilites leave Egypt to the Promised Land: Palestine.
• See how Allah supports Moosaa with miracles.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 18.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Longing; Tuwaa; inevitably; miracles and signs; reassured; impediment;
transgressed; Mount Toor
Explanation
In the opening lines of this chapter, we find Moosaa on the road between
Madyan and Egypt, close to Mount Sinai, returning with his wife after
he had completed the term he had agreed with the old sage of Madyam.
The question may be asked, ‘Why was he returning to Egypt having fled
there after having unintentionally killed an Egyptian whom he found
quarrelling with an Isrāilite? It was the will of Allah. Allah inspired him
to do so. Allah wanted him to be His Messenger.
Soon we discover that Moosaa has lost his way in the desert. He is
accompanied by his wife. He loses his way in the darkness of the night in
the open desert. It appears that this occurred in a wintry night. Moosaa
was crossing the southern part of the desert when he saw a fire in the
distance. He decided to venture over to the place where he perceived the
fire in the hope that he would either be able to obtain some firebrand that
would keep his family warm during the night, or at least gain directions
for the journey ahead. Ironically, he went to that spot expecting to find the
way to his destination in this world, that was Egypt, but he found a way
far more valuable, the way to success in the Hereafter.
There follows now a conversation between Moosaa and Allah Most High.
Allah commands Prophet Moosaa now to begin the task for which he
was created. Allah supports him with miracles and signs and commands
him to go to Pharaoh and deliver Allah’s Message to him. Prophet Moosaa
makes eight requests, and Allah grants them all.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
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Application or Association
Moosaa the Messenger of Allah, prayed that he might be granted the
inner strength and courage required to shoulder his responsibilities. He
was being entrusted with a great mission, which called for enormous
courage and fortitude. Pharaoh was a tyrant. Hence, he prayed that
Allah might invest him with eloquence, patience, fearlessness and firm
determination. This clearly teaches us that all good comes from Allah.
The story of Prophet Moosaa teaches us that there is only one Truth
and one law running through the existence, and that this is controlled by
Allah’s hand.’ Power and glory belong to Allah alone. Whoever wants
any of this must derive it from Him alone. When Allah opens the gates
of His grace to anyone, nothing can withhold it, and when He withholds
it, nothing can release it. Therefore, nothing and no one should be feared.
Everything depends on Allah and what He wills. Whatever He determines
will surely be done. He is Almighty, Wise and nothing He determines is
without clear purpose.
When this vision is firmly settled in a person’s heart, that person
can stand firmly in the face of all events, people, situations, power and
considerations.
Key Theme Summary
-

The students learnt in this chapter that Allah planned Moosaa to
leave Madyan and return to Egypt with his wife.

-

He lost his way in the desert, accompanied by his family.

-

Moosaa perceived a fire. He approached the fire, but was in for a
surprise.

-

He found himself in the presence of Allah.

-

Allah granted him miracles and signs and commanded him to go
to Pharaoh and delivered His Message. Prophet Moosaa made
eight requests and Allah granted all of them.
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19

Prophet Moosaa 4 - 
Aim
To help students discover that Moosaa and Haaroon, the brother
Prophets, go to the Court of Pharaoh and confront the most powerful
tyrant on earth, who knew no mercy. Their mission was to call on the
tyrant to believe in Allah, the One and to release the children of Isrāil and
let them go.
Objectives
• The students will be able to:
• Learn that once Moosaa got back to Egypt he and his brother Haaroon
go to the court of Pharaoh to invite him to worship Allah alone.
• Learn about the confrontation.
• Discover how Pharaoh is taken aback as Prophet Moosaa makes his
claim to be a Messenger from Allah.
• Discover how Pharaoh sarcastically dismisses Prophet Moosaa’s
claim.
• Be amazed that he frees the children of Isrāil.
• Learn how Prophet Moosaa defends himself against the angry
Pharaoh using a touch of sarcasm in reply to pharaoh’s own sarcastic
remarks.
• Learn about the ensuing arguments. Pharaoh loses his temper and
threatens Moosaa  to punish him.
• Witness the day of the magic contest.
• Acknowledge the acceptance of Allah as the One True God by the
magicians.
• Learn about the clear warning that the Pharaoh said he would inflict
on the sorcerers and accused Prophet Moosaa of being the leader of
them all.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 19.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Unintentional; dignity; beasts of burden; dumbfounded; godhead;
incarnation; provoke; generations; expounding; prevalent; convincing
sign; a sleight of hand; nullify; tryst; artifice; mass-hallucination.
Explanation
[Considering the length of the chapter, it is left to the discretion of the
teachers to decide to work at their own pace; as fast or as slow as they find
essential]
Prophets Moosaa and Haroon arrived at the court of Pharaoh, the
merciless tyrant, bringing with them the miracles of the staff and the
shining hand, bestowed to Prophet Moosaa by Allah Most High.
The two-fold nature of Moosaa’s and Haaroon’s mission included the
following: (1) To call Pharaoh to worship the One true Allah alone – a
message which has been at the core of all the Prophets’ mission, and (2) to
liberate the Isrāilites from Pharaoh’s bondage. The latter task was specific
to these two Prophets only – Prophets Moosaa and Haaroon. The Qur’an
sometimes refers to the first mission only, and sometimes only to the
second mission.
The chapter recalls the encounter between Prophet Moosaa and the
Pharaoh. The debate between Prophet Moosaa and the Pharaoh revolves
around the subject of the true identity of Allah. The Pharaoh wanted to
know who or what Allah really was! Prophet Moosaa gave him a reply.
But Pharaoh refused to recognize the Master of Moosaa and called him
insane or crazy.
Prophet Moosaa told Pharaoh that if he was not convinced that he had
been sent by Allah as a Messenger, he was ready to come forth with clear
signs to prove his claim. Allah’s Messenger Moosaa now produces his two
physical miracles. However, he refuses to believe and calls him a sorcerer.
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It is significant to note: Here were two individuals of a suppressed
community who stand before the most powerful king of that time. These
two men had no military power to support them. Pharaoh’s contention
that Moosaa would do so by magic only shows that he had only become
desperate and was in a confused state of mind.
A day was then agreed for a public duel between Moosaa and the
Pharaoh’s sorcerers. The events take such a turn that not only were the
magicians defeated but they also declared their faith in the religion of
Prophet Moosaa. As expected, this sent the Pharaoh into a terrible rage
and he swore that he would crucify every one of them.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises given at the end of the
chapter.
Application or Association
Deliberate, ponder over the words of the magicians: ‘You can cause us
no harm. Even if you crucify us, you will not harm us, because we will
return to our Master. Our hopes and aspirations are all focused on what
will happen in the life to come. We certainly hope that our Master will
forgive us our sins!’
What splendid effect Faith has on a believer’s mind, and how it brightens
his soul. When Faith settles in the heart, it enriches it to the extent that all
that this world can offer seems trivial and insignificant.
Hence, be courageous and truthful. Speak the truth even in situations
of grave danger. The real meaning of truthfulness and standing for truth,
is that you would always tell the truth, even in a situation of deadly peril,
from which nothing but lying could save you. We conclude this discussion
by making mention of a Hadith, which is in fact extremely soul stirring
and faith deepening, if understood properly and internalized.
‘Certainly, a person should not allow the veneration of the people to
keep him from speaking the truth when he sees or witnesses it. Certainly,
to speak the truth or to remind of a great matter does not take one closer to
his appointed time nor does it keep one further from any provisions [Rizq]
already decreed for him.’ [Ahmad, at-Tirmidhi and ibn Majah: Graded Sahih]
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Key Theme Summary
-

The students have learnt that the Prophet Moosaa and Haaroon
arrived at the court of Pharaoh, the tyrant, to invite him to the
worship of One Allah, and asked him to free the children of Isrāil
from his bondage.

-

He behaved rudely with Prophet Moosaa and accused him of
being ungrateful for the favours he showed when he was a baby.

-

He also called him a murderer and a runaway from justice.

-

Moosaa explained that it took place accidentally. Allah had
already forgiven him.

-

Prophet Moosaa produced his two physical miracles, which
Pharaoh described as sorcery.

-

A public duel between Prophet Moosaa and the state magicians
took place and Prophet Moosaa prevailed and came out
victorious!
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20

Prophet Moosaa 5 – 
Aim
To make the students aware of the tyrant Pharaoh’s attitude to the
message of truth and introduce a believer from Pharaoh’s own household
who tries to protect Moosaa against Pharaoh’s attempt to kill him and
learn about the nine clear signs.
Objectives
The students will be able to:
-

Discover Pharaoh’s stubbornness and continuing arrogance.

-

See how Pharaoh arrogantly declares, ‘Nobles, I know of no deity
that you could have other than myself.’

-

Find out how he scornfully commands his minister, Haamaan,
to build a lofty tower, so that he could have a look at the god of
Moosaa.

-

See how Pharaoh, overcome by fear, resolves to kill Prophet
Moosaa.

-

Meet the unidentified believer from the Pharaoh’s own family
who tries to prevent him from committing this evil act and to
ponder over his speech that he makes in the court of the tyrant.

Have a glimpse of the several forms of punishments sent down
upon the people of Egypt by Allah so that they would take heed.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 20.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Conceited; conclusive, conspiracy theory, dominion, anonymous;
intoxicated, torrential, affliction.
-

76
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 76

9/11/17 4:44 PM

Explanation
The series of miracles presented by the Prophet Moosaa had shaken
the Egyptians. They were becoming doubtful about their gods. Even after
considering the seriousness of the situation, Pharaoh insisted on his claim
to both kingship and godhead. He boasted that there was prosperity in his
kingdom only because of his rule. Therefore, people should pay no heed
to Moosaa. He declared, ‘ ﮋ ﭹ ﭺ ﭻ ﭼ ﭽ ﭾ ﭿ ﮀ ﮒ ﮊO nobles, I
do not know that you have any god besides myself.’ [28:38]
Pharaoh mockingly asked his minister Haamaan to erect for him a lofty
tower so that he could mount up and have a peep at Moosaa’s Master.
The Qur’an does not say that Pharaoh had built such a tower and that he
climbed it to see the Master of all the worlds. The Qur’an simply quotes
what Pharaoh said, and whereby it would appear that he was merely
trying to fool people by such deceptive talk. This mind-set is similar to
that of the communists of the former Soviet Union.
Overcome by fear and shame, one day, Pharaoh said, ‘Let me and kill Moosaa.
I fear that he will change your religion or cause disruption in the land.’ [40:26]
At this point, a man endowed with Faith from Pharaoh’s folk, who had
kept his Faith hidden spoke out and pointed out all the Signs and miracles
presented by the Prophet Moosaa and urged the Pharaoh not to kill him.
The believer from among the community of Pharaoh counselled his people
not to incur Allah’s displeasure by being thankless to Him. But Pharaoh
paid no attention to the believer’s speech considering it unworthy of
attention. But placing full trust in Allah, the believer discharged his duty
to proclaim the truth.
The arrogant king’s wife, on the other hand, had come to believe in Allah
in total disregard of her husband’s power and authority. She lived in his
palace as a believer in Allah Most High. Pharaoh was the most powerful
king on earth, and his palace offered the best a woman could desire. Yet
his wife chose Faith in preference to all this.
Nevertheless, the Pharaoh would not listen to the Prophet Moosaa.
Therefore, Allah afflicted them with plagues.
First, He sent them a famine, then a flood, then locusts, then lice, then
frogs and then blood. Every time they encountered affliction, they would
approach Prophet Moosaa to remove the affliction.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
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Application or Association
• As Muslims, we have a duty to reject injustice and oppression
whenever we encounter them. If we have the power to do so, we
must take action against these evils. If we lack power, we must
condemn them verbally. If even this is impossible, then we must at
least see them for what they are and reject them in our hearts.
• Allah’s Messenger  said, ‘The noblest Jihād [afdhal al-Jihād] is a
speech of justice before a tyrannical power.’ [Abu Dawud H. 43114;
at-Tirmidhi H. 2174] Speaking the truth or taking up the truth and
calling for justice in the face of a dictator was precisely the task the
secret believer carried in the court of the Pharaoh: the highest form
of Jihād.
• Remain patient in adversity, whether this adversity takes the form of
rejection of the message, denying its truth or the infliction of physical
harm. Remain patient when you are not able to check falsehood
that appears to enjoy wealth and power for a period of time. Bear
with patience what you have to face of people’s tough attitudes and
behaviour. Remain patient, as you may have to face many difficulties
caused by friends, if not by enemies.
• Pharaoh’s wife was living in the midst of sweeping unbelief, but
that did not deter her from seeking her own personal safety in the
Hereafter, by coming to believe in Allah, the One.
• Pharaoh’s palace offered her the best a woman could desire. Yet
his wife chose Faith or Eemaan in preference to all this. She prayed
to Allah to grant her a home in Paradise. [66:11] She was a woman
standing on her own in the midst of a great kingdom, resisting the
pressures exerted by society, the palace, the throne, the courtiers
and the army; lifting her head to heaven seeking its guidance. She
certainly provides a great example of submission to Allah, resisting
all temptations and overcoming all hurdles. She really deserved her
special mention in the Book of Allah.
Key Theme Summary
The main themes that the students learnt in this chapter were:
- People of Egypt’s disobedience to Allah.
- Pharaoh’s persecution of the Children of Isrāil.
- A secret believer’s speech in the court of Pharaoh in defence of
Prophet Moosaa.
- Pharaoh’s own wife’s acceptance of the Master of Moosaa and Haaroon.
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Chapter

21

Prophet Moosaa 6 – 
Aim
To help the students learn about the emigration of Prophet Moosaa from
Egypt, along with the Children of Isrāil, his crossing the dry seabed and
the drowning of Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea.
Objectives
By the end of the chapter, the students will be able to:
• Learn that Pharaoh’s rebellion persisted. His enmity towards Moosaa
and Haaroon constantly increased.
• Find out that in such a situation, the only course is to rely on Allah.
The Prophet Moosaa advised his people to supplicate to Allah, which
He responded. Allah inspired Moosaa and his brother to take for
their people some houses in Egypt, making them places of worship
and remaining constant in Prayer.
• Learn how Allah decreed to put an end to Pharaoh’s crimes. He
commanded Moosaa to emigrate from Egypt taking with him the
Children of Isrāil.
• Discover that Allah had revealed to Moosaa that Pharaoh and his
army will pursue him.
• Find out how Pharaoh pursued Moosaa and the children of Isrāil.
• Acknowledge that when Moosaa reached the waters of the Red Sea
along with the Children of Isrāil, Allah rescued him and the Children
of Isrāil and drowned Pharaoh and his army.
• Research on their own regarding Pharaoh’s body that has been kept
intact until today!
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 21.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Rebellion; steadfastly; heralds; mobilized; chariots; despot; enslavement;
persistently.
Explanation
Pharaoh’s rebellion persisted. He and his chiefs simply mocked Prophet
Moosaa’s message and ridiculed him. Prophet Moosaa  advised his
people to place their trust in Allah. Allah then inspired Moosaa  and
his brother to choose special houses for the Children of Isrāil so that they
would be ready to leave Egypt at the appointed time. He also instructed
them to establish regular Prayer and give good news to those who believed.
Having despaired of any positive response from Pharaoh and his
nobles, Moosaa turned to his Master with a supplication that He destroy
the Egyptians’ property and its riches, because these had lured them away
from the truth. The Prophet Moosaa’s Prayer was accepted, and finally
Allah gave him permission to depart from Egypt with the Children of
Isrāil. Obeying the command, they left by night. When they reached the
shore of the Red Sea, Allah inspired Prophet Moosaa to strike the waters
with his staff. The water divided and he, along with the Children of Isrāil
crossed the dry bed. Pharaoh and his army pursued them, but Allah
commanded the seawater to drown them. Until today, pharaoh’s body
has been preserved by Allah’s command.
Allah bestowed many gifts and blessings upon the Isrāilites, but they
behaved ungratefully. They resorted to asking questions, as is evident
from ‘the story of the cow’.
Allah’s Messenger  once said, ‘May Allah have mercy on Moosaa. He
was indeed abused… but he was patient.’ [al-Bukhari and Muslim]
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Activity
Complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
The following points could be useful concerning the exercise D: Thinkup. What do you learn from the story of the cow?
• One lesson concerns the ability and power of Allah to do anything,
both usual and unusual, including reviving the dead on the Day of
Rising up, or, if He should so will, during this very life.
• The story also points out that people should not demand trivial
details of a Divine Command merely as an excuse for not obeying it.
• Another teaching of this story concerns the need of unconditional
obedience to Allah’s commands in the form in which they are
given. The only behaviour for a Muslim is to cheerfully accept and
follow whatever command he received from Allah. The Prophet’s
 Companions used to say, ‘ ﮋ ﮮ ﮯﮰ ﯖ ﮊWe heard and we
obeyed.’ [2:285]
• Concerning the obligation of Hajj, once a person asked the Messenger
, ‘Is it to be performed every year?’ The Messenger  kept quiet. The
person repeated the question thrice, whereupon Allah’s Messenger
 said, ‘If I were to say “yes” it would become obligatory for you to
perform it every year and you would not be able to do so.” [For full
text of the Hadith, see Sunan Abu Dawud, Kitab al-Manāsik b. Fard
al-Hajj]

81
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 81

9/11/17 4:44 PM

Teacher’s
Manual

Application or Association
-Placing one’s trust in Allah is evidence of firm belief. Moreover, it is the
element of strength, which is added to what the weaker and smaller group
may have to enable it to win its battle with mighty tyranny. This may
be considered an exercise of spiritual preparedness running alongside
material preparation.
- Allah Most High bestowed upon the Isrāilites countless favours in
several forms, but they did not appreciate any of these favours. They
remained disobedient and ungrateful. We have here a lesson to learn.
We should be ever grateful and thankful to Allah for everything that
we possess including our health, wealth, status, intellectual ability and
life. We should recognize that our very existence and our continuing
sustenance are dependent on Allah. Whatever praise is due, therefore, it
is due to Him alone. For nobody has the power or the resources to give us
anything except by His Will. His bounties and blessings are countless. It is
important to realize that Eemaan implies Shukr or gratefulness as opposed
to Kufr or ungratefulness. Eemaan, therefore, requires due praise and
thanks to Allah. If one is ungrateful, Allah Most High is unaffected. If we
become grateful then we have taken the first step towards becoming a true
believer.
Key Theme Summary
In this chapter the students have learnt that:
• Pharaoh decided to kill Moosaa. His arrogance continued.
• Prophet Moosaa supplicated to Allah. Allah Commanded Moosaa to
depart from Egypt taking with him the Children of Isrāil.
• When Pharaoh found out, his pursued Prophet Moosaa with a huge
army.
• Allah commanded Moosaa to strike the waters of the Red Sea with
his staff. The sea parted into two and Prophet Moosaa and his people
crossed the sea through the dry bed.
• Pharaoh and his army entered the dry-bed, the waters fell crashing
over them, and they drowned.
• Ultimately, the students found that the Prophet Moosaa and the
Children of Isrāil, were then liberated from the bondage of the tyrant,
in the Sinai desert.
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Chapter

22

Our Lord is Allah [Sūrat Fussilat 41:30-36]
Aim
To help students learn Āyaat 30 to 36 of Sūrah Fussilat, and make them
understand the meaning of each of these Āyaat.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to:
• Discover that whoever sincerely makes up his mind to take Allah as
his Master – Rabb – and remain firm in that regard, Allah’s angels
come to his aid throughout the life of this world as well as in the
Hereafter.
• Find out that the best person in the Sight of Allah is he who does
good, who calls people to Allah’s way and who fearlessly declares
himself to be one of those who submit to Allah’s Command.
• Learn that excellent conduct is a powerful weapon.
• Realize and internalize that good and evil cannot be equal.
• Become aware that whenever Satan prompts us to act, in a state of
provocation, we should seek refuge with Allah.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 22.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Ar-Rabb; Istiqaamah; loftiest; reconciliation; forbearing.
Explanation
These seven Āyāt of the Sūrah Fussilat bear a striking similarity with Sūrah
al-Asr. To remain steadfast in following what is entailed by the affirmation,
‘Our Master is Allah,’ means to keep it alive in one’s conscience, to give proof
to it in one’s life and to discharge the responsibilities it imposes. This is a
serious matter, significant and needs hard work. Those who remain steadfast
after their asserting ‘Allah is our Master’ upon them descend angels. The
descent of angels of angels does not take any visible form. In other words, the
believers do not necessarily see or hear the angels. Allah may, however, direct
the angels to appear publicly whenever He so pleases.
Generally speaking, they bless believers with peace and tranquillity.
They descend on the believers in times of struggle, and inspire and assist
them and find the truth. Hassan ibn Thābit, the famous Companion of the
Prophet , used to compose poetry that extolled the Prophet , the Faith,
and such deeds of the Muslims as the victory at Badr. Allah’s Messenger
 told Hassan ibn Thabit that the Angel Jibril was lending him support
[al-Bukhari H. 453 and H. 3212].
The Verse 33 tells us that calling on people to believe in Allah’s Oneness
is the best word that may be expressed on earth. The callers aim is merely
to discharge his duty by presenting the Divine Message. Once he has
discharged his duty, he should not care whether his words are rejected or
whether people are rude or arrogant in their denials. A good deed cannot
be equal in its effect or value to a bad one. If you treat well those who treat
you badly, this good deed will lead to reconciliation, love and empathy
and the earlier hardness of your enemy would soften. This rule proves
true in the overwhelming majority of cases. The directive is of course very
effective, but not easy to put into practice. It calls for exemplary patience,
large-heartedness, firm resolve and self-control. This is the law of nature
but only people of superb stature possess these qualities. It is a blessing,
which Allah bestows on His servants, who try hard to achieve it.
Satan gets greatly upset when he observes the virtuous responding to evil
with good and decency. Satan is exceptionally shrewd and resourceful in his
task of misleading humans. Hence, it is pointed out that believers should be
constantly on guard against Satan’s deception. If a prompting from Satan
should stir one up, in such a situation, they would do well to seek refuge with
Allah against Satan. This is the best shelter against his efforts to mislead!
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Inspire them to memorize the Āyāt of the Sūrah.
Application or Association
True believers, once they have embraced Faith in Allah, remain fully
devoted and committed to Him. They do not commit the mistake of taking
any others as masters or lords besides Allah. After they have embraced
true Faith, they remain constant throughout their lives. Faith consists in
not taking anyone as partner with Allah and in not turning to anyone
other than Allah. A steadfast believer is he who adheres to the Oneness of
Allah until his last breath.
Upon such believers descend angels blessing believers with peace and
calm. ‘Do not fear, do not grieve!’ It is well known that fear and grief are
the two causes of depression, which strike a quarter of mankind today.
Fear concerns something wrong that might happen in the future, while
grief is over unpleasant events that have been in the past. Moreover,
fear of the future is always greater than grief over the past. The Qur’an
offers the solution. Say: My Lord is Allah and then remain steadfast! The
companionship of the angels covers all stages of life from the present
world to the next.
This carries the message that a believer should not feel cowed down by
the forces of falsehood, however powerful and cruel those might be! Nor
should he grieve over the hardships and losses they might suffer in the
cause of truth. He will soon be compensated with something far superior
to all worldly goods. Keep clearly in mind: when you tread on the path of
righteousness and call people to Allah, Satan will get upset. How would
you deal with him? Seek refuge with Allah, for thanks to His help and
protection alone you can avoid falling prey to serious mistakes.
Key Theme Summary
The believers are consoled that whoever makes up his mind sincerely
to take Allah as his Lord and remains firm in that regard, Allah’s angels
come to his aid throughout the life of this world as well as in the Hereafter.
They are further comforted by the information that the best person in
Allah’s sight is he who does good, who calls people to Allah’s way and
who fearlessly declares himself to be one of those who submit to Allah’s
command. The Āyāh 34 reveals a secret. Allah has given you a powerful
weapon: the weapon of excellent conduct or behaviour; use this weapon.
The enmity of your enemy will crack into pieces and then will simply
dissolve and disappear!
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23

The Prophet Moosaa – 7
Aim
To help students learn how Prophet Moosaa received the Tawrāh –
the Divine Law and how his community fell prey to Satan and began to
worship the Golden Calf.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to:
• Discover how Allah Most High willed to give a Shar’iah to Prophet
Moosaa’s people, after having them liberated from the bondage of
Pharaoh; the tyrant.
• Find out how Prophet Moosaa was summoned to Mount Sinai in
order that he might receive the Law for the Children of Isrāil.
• Learn what happened when Prophet Moosaa expressed his desire
that he wanted to see Allah.
• Accompany how the love of idol-worship had seeped into the hearts
of the Isrāilites as water seeps into the foundation of a building. They
ask Prophet Moosaa to set up a new god for them besides Allah Most
High.
• Learn how some of the Isrāilites took to worshipping the Golden
Calf.
• See how Allah commanded the idol-worshippers or polytheists to be
killed by the believers.
• Find out how Prophet Moosaa, guided by Allah, commanded his
people to enter the Holy Land and how they refused to obey him.
• Know how Prophet Moosaa separated himself and his brother
Haaroon. Allah heard his supplication and punished the Isrāilites
by making them wander in the desert for forty years.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 23.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Shar’iah; Divine Law; conjecture; Waadee ash-Shaikh; Nabee Salih;
Mount Sinai; Madyan ar-Raahah; effigy; lepers.
Explanation
[Considering the length of the unit, it is left to the discretion of the
teachers to decide to work at their own pace; as fast or as allow as they
find adequate]
In Egypt, the Isrāilites had lived a life of the beasts of burden. Allah
had now rescued them from the slavery of the Pharaoh. Unfortunately,
the Pharaoh had left a deep impact on the souls of the Isrāilites. They
had become used to submitting to someone other than Allah. They in fact,
needed a Divine Law that would guide them. Hence, Prophet Moosaa was
summoned by Allah to Mount Sinai in order to give him the Tawrāt; the
Law for the Children of Isrāil.
Prophet Moosaa appointed Prophet Haaroon in his place. He took with
him seventy elderly men from among his community and went to the
Mount Sinai.
Prophet Moosaa expressed his desire that he wanted to see Allah.
‘Never can you see Me,’ came the answer. But Allah revealed Himself to
the Mount.
The Isrāilites had lived with the idol-worshipping Egyptians for many
generations. The extent to which the Isrāilites had becomes degenerated as
a result of their slavery may be imagined when they asked Prophet Moosaa,
to set up a god, other than Allah, for them. As-Saamiree took advantage
of this weakness and caused them to worship the Golden Calf, which he
moulded out of the golden ornaments, which the Isrāilites had brought
with them from Egypt. Allah ordered the believers to kill the polytheists.
Prophet Moosaa was bewildered and prayed to Allah that he would only
accept responsibility for himself and his brother Haaroon. Allah punished
the generation of the Isrāilites to wander in the desert for forty years and
be confounded just as they strayed away from the ‘Straight Path’. Prophet
Moosaa and Prophet Haaroon both died during the wandering period of
the Isrāilites and finally Joshua bin Noon took them to the Holy Land.
Activity
Stimulate your students to complete the exercises at the end of the
chapter.
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Application or Association
The teaching of a paramount significance, which this chapter underlines
is, the heinous sin of Shirk or polytheism. Shirk is the gravest of all sins. It
is a cardinal sin. Allah has informed us that committing such a sin would
never ever be forgiven unless one sincerely repents of it. Therefore, one
should be very cautious and vigilant to not fall into committing Shirk since
its consequences are so disastrous. One should be well acquainted with it
in order to avoid it, for it is the most terrible of all disgraceful deeds and
the worst kind of injustice and tyranny. Allah Most High says, ‘Indeed
associating anything with Allah is, most surely, a great wrong.’ [Luqmaan
31:13] This is because Shirk belittles Allah Most High and makes others
equal to Him. This unit alerts us about the sinfulness of Shirk. Shirk comes
in many forms and shapes. Some categories of Shirk are as follows:
Shirk means to ascribe partners with Allah in one’s worship or with
regard to any of His Attributes or Beautiful Names. Included in this
category is the making of supplications to dead people or seeking
assistance from dead people or sacrificing animals for anyone other than
Allah. Du’ā or supplication is only to be made to Allah and aid is only to
be sought from Him. Unfortunately, the practice of going to the graves
and making supplications or sacrifice for dead people is common in may
Muslim commodities Included in this is swearing oaths by other than
Allah. Allah’s Messenger  said, ‘Whoever makes an oath with other than
Allah, has committed Shirk.’ [at-Tirmidhi H. 1535 English Tr. Darussalam]
Key Theme Summary
In this chapter, the students have learnt:
-

That prophet Moosaa went to Mount Sinai to receive the Divine
Law: the Tawraat.

-

Some Isrāilites fell prey to as-Saamiree’s deception and began to
worship the Golden Calf.

-

Punishment of these Isrāilites, as commanded by Allah.

-

Prophet Moosaa asks his community to enter the Holy Land and
they refuse to follow his direction.

-

Prophet Moosaa supplicates to Allah to separate him and his
brother from his rebellious people.

-

Deaths of Prophet Moosaa and Prophet Haaroon.

-

Prophethood passes from Moosaa to Joshua ibn Noon, who takes
the children of Isrāil into the Holy Land – Palestine.
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Chapter

24

The Story of Prophet Moosaa and Pharaoh
Aim
To make the students aware of the benefits and objectives of the stories
of the Prophets in the Qur’an with special emphasis on the story of Prophet
Moosaa and Pharaoh.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter the students will be able to:
• Discover that the Qur’anic stories of the Prophets contain in them
very important lessons and warnings.
• Learn how these stories show us how we should invite people to
Allah.
• Find out that the entire Prophet’s primary message was to invite
people to the Oneness of Allah.
• Internalize the special lessons that the story of Moosaa and Pharaoh
teaches us.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 24.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Sole purpose; ridicule, contempt; denial; befooled.
Explanation
The stories of the Prophets contain very important lessons and warnings.
The stories of the Prophets make it clear that all the Prophet’s primary
message was one and the same – calling people to the Oneness of Allah or
the Tawheed. The stories show that all the Prophets had to face hardships
and difficulties including ridicule, contempt and denial from their own
people. These stories also demonstrate that all the Prophets were devoted
servants of Allah. These stories also provide proof that Allah has power
over everything. Nothing occurs except by His Will.
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
Belief in the Messengers of Allah is one of the articles of Faith. All
Messengers and Prophets were human beings. The Prophets’ faithfulness
to the Truth is a lesson for all. The stories of the Prophets contain a great
deal of guidance that the Qur’an has to offer.
Key Theme Summary
The major theme of this chapter is the benefits and objectives of the
stories of the Qur’an with special reference to the story of Prophet Moosaa
and Pharaoh.
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Chapter

25

Salmaan al-Faarisee
Aim
To introduce Salmaan al-Faarisee or the Persian to the students and to
tell his life story.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to:
• Realize that Salmaan was one of the noble Companions of the
Prophet.
• Find out which country Salmaan hailed from.
• Learn about the early years of his life, about the countries he travelled
until he reached Madinah.
• Find out the reason behind his travels.
• Learn about his acceptance of Islam.
• Discover why he was unable to participate in the Prophet’s  early
battles.
• Have a glimpse of his life after the Battle of the Trench.
Resource
Islamic Studies grade 8; chapter 25.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]:
Al-Faarisee; Persian; Raam Hurmuz; Khuzestān; Isfahan; Waadee alQuraa.
Explanation
Salmaan al-Faarisee or the Persian was a prominent Companion of the
Prophet . His father was a rich farmer. He possessed a deeply religious
bend of mind. He found no solace in Zoroastrian faith nor in Christianity.
His acceptance of Christianity angered his father. Therefore, Salmaan
left his home and took to travelling several countries and towns. He
went through many trials and hardships. Ultimately, one of his spiritual
mentors informed him of the appearance of the Prophet announced by the
Injeel or Gospel. This brought him to Madinah where he accepted Islam
and remained close to the Prophet  and participated in several of his
battles. He died in Iraq in the year 35 AH/ 655 CE, during the Caliphate
of Uthmān ibn Affan.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
Salmaan al-Faarisi travelled long distances in search of true knowledge.
Allah’s Messenger  has said, ‘Seeking knowledge is an obligation upon
ever Muslim.’ [al-Bayhaqi; graded Saheeh by Shaikh al-Albani] Every
Muslim must know what to believe in, how to pray, how to Fast, the things
forbidden and manners of leading one’s life according to the Sunnah of the
Prophet . The Hadith quoted above, distinctly points out that knowledge
has to be sought.
It also proves that the seeking of knowledge is one of the obligatory
acts like other obligatory acts. Here we are talking about the beneficial
knowledge: knowledge that helps to bring about purification as it brings
one closer to Allah, increasing one’s awareness or heedfulness of Him and
motivating one to perform good deeds. First and foremost, this is made
up of knowledge of the Shari’ah. Then come other branches of knowledge
that drive the person to ponder over the creation and recognize the power
of Allah and the amazing aspects of His creation. Indeed, without proper
knowledge or Ilm, man will not know how to behave. In other words, he will
not know what deeds he should perform and what deeds he should avoid.
Hence, knowledge comes before actions and deeds. Allah’s Messenger 
said, ‘Whoever follows a path in order to seek knowledge thereby, Allah
will make easy for him due to it, a path to Paradise.’ [Muslim]
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Knowledge does not come to a person without endeavour. The person
must seek that knowledge. In reality, therefore, he must sacrifice something
in order to obtain that knowledge. He must sacrifice his time. He must
sacrifice some of his wealth in order to gain that knowledge.
The Companion Abu Ayyuub al-Anssari travelled all the way to Egypt
to ask Uqba ibn Amr about one Hadith. After hearing the Hadith, his
objective was fulfilled in Egypt and he forthwith returned to Madinah.
knowledge is not gained with laziness!
Key Theme Summary
The major theme of this unit is that it presents a brief outline of Salmaan’s
biography. It talks about his early life, travels, trials, hardships and his
ultimately reaching Madinah, accepting Islam and serving the cause of Allah.
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26

Prostration for Recitation [Sujood at-Tilaawah]
Aim
To help the students learn about Sujud at-Tilaawah: Prostration for
recitation.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to:
• Realize that the Qur’an is the Word of Allah.
• Study and understand the meanings of some Ahādith of the Prophet
concerning the merits of believers who recite the Qur’an.
• Find out what obligations a Muslim owes to the Glorious Qur’an.
• Discover the meaning of the term Tilaawah and the manners of
reciting the Qur’an.
• Discover the meaning of the word Sujood and the manner of
performing a Sajdah or prostration.
• Learn that there are 15 Verses in the Glorious Qur’an, which require
us to perform a prostration when we read, recite, or hear them.
• Learn how Sujood at-Tilaawah is performed outside the prayer or
Salāh.
• Find out the conditions, which govern the Sujood at-Tilaawah.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 26.
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Sujood; prostration; superiority; utrujjah; Tamarah; rayhaanah;
handhalah; Tilaawah; rhythmic tones; amplified; Tajweed.
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Chapter StructureExplanation
• The Qur’an is the Speech of Allah – the Superior speech of Allah.
• There are several Ahādith, which describe the merits of reciting the
Qur’an. This chapter lists five of them.
• A Muslim owes certain obligations to the Qur’an: one of them is to
believe that it is Allah’s Book: it is Allah’s Mercy.
• The manner of reciting the Qur’an can be learnt by learning and
observing the rules of Tajweed.
• One must learn the manner of prostration as taught to us by the
Messenger of Allah .
• Locate the Verses, which require prostration when they are recited
or heard and mark them in one’s personal copy of the Noble Book.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
The significance of prostration is that while reciting the Qur’an,
one make a humble submission before the Lord on all those occasions
where His Greatness has been strikingly emphasized. Prostration is a
visible expression of man’s humility before the Almighty and is one of
the Characteristics of a Muslim, which means one who submits himself
willingly to his Master. There are in all fifteen occasions in the Qur’an
where the believers are required to perform prostration, and the Prophet’s
practice was to prostrate himself when reciting such Verses whether it
was a recital during Prayer or an ordinary occasion. It should be borne
in mind what if one is listening to these Verses it is desirable for him to
perform prostration.
Allah’s Messenger  said, ‘When the son of Adam recites a Verse of
Prostration and then prostrates, the Shaytaan withdraws weeping, and
says, ‘Woe to me. The son of Adam was commanded to prostrate and
he prostrated, so Paradise is his. I was commanded to prostrate, but I
disobeyed, therefore, for me is the Hellfire.’ [Muslim narrated it on the
authority of Abu Hurayrah].
Key Theme Summary
The students have learnt the superiority of the Noble Qur’an, the merits
of reciting it and sujood at-Tilaawah or prostration of recitation.
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27

Prophet Muhammad  – Part 1
Aim
To help the students take a bird’s eye-view of the Battle of Badr, which
took place in the year 2 AH/ 624 CE.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to:
• Internalize the fact that the Battle of Badr was a turning point in the
history of Islam.
• Cast a glance at the battle which is described by the Noble Qur’an as
the Day of Distinction [Yawm al-Furqaan 8:41]
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 27.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Day of Distinction; Muhaajiroon; extol; Badriyoon; Ransom;
Munaafiqoon; assassinate; as-Saweeq; Banu Quraydhah; Banu anNadheer; Banu Qaynuqaa.
Explanation
It would prove profitable if chapter 28 of the Islamic Studies textbook for
Grade Seven is summarized before beginning to explain the present chapter.
The Battle of Badr was a turning point in the history of Islam. The Ansār
or Helpers of Madinah were prepared to make any sacrifice for their faith.
For the Muhaajiroon too faith or Eemaan came before all other lies and
commitments. The sound utterance of the Prophet  praise highly the
merits of those who participated in the Battle of Badr. The story of Haatib
ibn Abee Balta’ah would highlight this point.
The outcome of Badr had a profound effect on the whole of Arabia.
The treatment of the prisoners of war was exemplary. It could serve as
a model even in our own time. Allah’s Messenger  did not allow the
Muslim fighters to rope or chain the prisoners excessively. He ordered
that they be given food in equal amounts by the Muslims.
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The Prophet’s  Companions were divided about what to do with the
prisoners. Among the prisoners were the most violent torturers of the
Muslims of Makkah. Umar ibn al-Khattab, known for swift justice for
wrongdoers, believed they should all be killed outright, rather than be
allowed to live to rise against the Muslims another day. But Abu Bakr
asked the Prophet  to spare the men by accepting ransom in order to
defuse further Makkan anger. Many of the prisoners were relatives of
the Muslims. Perhaps, Abu Bakr reasoned, some of them might embrace
Islam. Allah’s Messenger  freed them by taking ransom.
Al-Abbas ibn Abd al-Muttalib was one of the captives. He later embraced
Islam during the time of the Conquest of Makkah. The Quraysh of Makkah
could hardly believe what had happened. They were determined to avenge
their dead. They sent Umayr ibn Wahb al-Jumahee to kill the Prophet .
A few other events which took place before the Battle of Uhud were:
1. The Battle of as-Saweeq, and
2. The expulsion of the Jewish clan of Banu Qaynuqaa.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of this chapter.
Application or Association
Dr. Ali Muhammad as-Sallaabee in his monumental work ‘The Noble
Life of the Prophet ’ comments [vol. 2 pg. 1019]:
‘Today, the nations of the world are struggling to agree on rules that
should govern the humane treatment of war prisoners. From the worst
dictatorship on the earth all the way up to the most so-called civilized of
countries, prisoners of war are physically abused, mentally tortured and at
the very least humiliated. But how did the Prophet  treat the men he and
his Companions had captured? He treated them – and keep in mind this
was over 14 centuries ago – with an unprecedented and unparalleled level
of kindness and compassion. Allah’s Messenger  asked his Companions
to treat them well.
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• In general, the enemies of Islam do not stop at disbelieving in Islam
or stopping people from embracing Islam. On the contrary, they
frequently resort to brutal violence. Often their goal happens to be
to assassinate important Islamic figures. They often stoop low in
order to achieve their objectives. Consider the case of Safwaan ibn
Umayyah. He used Umayr’s poverty and harsh conditions to recruit
him as a killer, promising him comfort and wealth for his family in
return for his life. This tactic was not exclusive for the time of the
Prophet  rather, it is always the case that the rich manipulate the
poor and ignorant, promising them riches and rewards if they do
their dirty work for them.
• In dealing with non-Muslims, a Muslim should take pride in the
teachings of Islam – his religion. Allah’s Messenger  set a wonderful
example in this regard, showing Muslims that they should feel
honour in following Islam’s teachings, because they are the teachings
sent down from Allah.
• Allah’s Messenger  was noble indeed in his character and in his
manners. Umayr went to kill him, but then the Prophet  did not
only forgive him after he embraced Islam, but also freed his son
without taking any ransom money in return.
• Another thing we should appreciate from the story of Umayr is that
how Islam completely transformed his character, and how his Faith
[Eemaan] made him willing to face and overcome all obstacles. He
resolved to take the Quraysh head on, to invite them to Islam, and to
face the consequences of opposing their religion.
Key Theme Summary
In this chapter, the students had a bird’s eye-view of the Great Battle
of Badr. They learnt about the merits of those who took part in the Battle
of Badr, with special reference of the Prophet’s  Companion Haatib
ibn Abee Balta’ah. They learnt about how the Prophet  dealt with the
Prisoners of war. They also learnt how Umayr ibn Wahb al-Jūmahee was
sent to Madeenah by Safwaan ibn Umayyah to kill the Prophet , and
how Umayr entered the fold of Islam.
In this Chapter, the students also learn about the emigration of the
Prophet’s  daughter Zaynab, the incident of Abu Sufyaan and his son
Amr, the capture of Sa’d, who had gone to Makkah for Umrah, the Battle
of as-Saweeq and the expulsion of the clan of Banu Qaynuqaa.
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Chapter

28

The Creation as Evidence of Allah
[Sūrah Aal Imraan 3: 190-195]
Aim
To teach the students the explanation [Tafseer] of 6 Āyaat of Sūrat AalImraan.
Objectives
The students will learn the interpretation of these Aayaat of Sūrat AalImraan. They will familiarize themselves with a report that occurs in Sahih
Ibn Hibbaan concerning the revelation of these Aayaat. They would also
learn what reflection and contemplation mean.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 28.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Creation, succession, contemplation, reflection, Oolul-Albaab, Aayaat.
Explanation
The imagery depicted in these Aayaat [190-195] presents the entire
universe as an open book that directs those who possess understanding to
the deeper purpose and objective of creation. When people reflect on the
creation of heaven and earth and observe the alternation of day and night,
it leads those who possess wisdom to the existence of a Creator and to
the purpose of creation, which eventually directs them to certainty about
accountability on the Day of Judgement. They realize that this world is not
a playground merely for entertainment nor did it come into existence by
accident. It is rather the creation of the Wise and Mighty Creator. Hence,
for those who are endowed with insight, their reflection will lead them to
the Creator as well as to the ultimate end of the world and the imparting
of justice in the Hereafter. This leads them to submit to the Prophet’s 
call and to seek Allah’s forgiveness and desire to be in the company of the
righteous. All these are expressed in the form of beautiful supplication.
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No sooner it was made than it received the approval of the Creator. Dhikr
[remembrance of Allah] should be blended with Fikr [deep reflection on
Allah’s Creation] and not just repetition of certain words. Ibn Katheer in
his comments on Verses 190-195 has presented a number of devotional
sayings extolling the Virtues of Contemplation. [See Tasfeer Ibn Katheer
Vol. 3; published by Darussalam, Riyadh]
Sufyaan ibn Uyaynah [d. 198 AH/814 CE] used to say: Deep thought
is a light, which enters your heart, and perhaps the following couplet
summarizes it:
‘If a person thinks deeply,
Everything he thinks of
Has a moral lesson!’
Thus, the Noble Qur’an establishes a relationship between remembrance,
worship and contempation. But a Hadeeth of the Prophet  cautions: ‘Do not
contemplate Allah, but contemplate Allah’s creation.’
Activity
Prompt the students to complete the exercises, which appear at the end
of this chapter. encourage them to memorize these Aayaat [190-195]
Application or Association
Reflection on creation is the primary source of guidance but the surer
basis of Eemaan or Faith is based on Risaalah [Prophethood]. Tawheed or
the Oneness of Allah leads to Aakhirah and the realization of accountability
and the necessity of reward and punishment. However, as a Hadeeth of
the Prophet  warns one would contemplate Allah’s Creation, not Allah
the Most High.
Allah’s Signs are found both in the outside world as well as within our
own selves. The act of contemplation is also an act of worship and very
much like Dhikr or remembrance of Allah.
The Verse 195 tells us that as soon as the supplication was uttered, it
was accepted favourably by Allah. This indicates that if the supplications
are made with sincerity and at an appropriate time, they gain acceptance.
Again, it is established that whoever strives in the way of Allah, man or
woman, they will receive their reward from their Lord. Those who have
affirmed their Faith in Allah should not allow themselves to be distracted
by the glitter of the world and the prosperity of the disbelievers as this is
a brief enjoyment for them. However, there will be struggles, trials and
tribulations ahead. One must be prepared for this!
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Key Theme Summary
These Verses [190-195 of the Sūrah Aal Imraan] present a most profound
concept that the entire physical world is an open book, which in itself
conveys the signs and evidence of Faith. It points to the Hand that runs it
with care and wisdom, and reveals that beyond this life, there is another,
where accountability: reward and punishment will be decided. But these
signs are only ‘perceived’ and appreciated by people ‘who understand’,
those who do not go through life with their eyes and minds shut to the
overwhelming marvels of this open book. The physical world, in itself,
is living and tangible proof of the existence of its Creator. Telling Signs
appear in every new page of this open book. Regardless of what human
scientists may call these laws, they continue to serve as evidence of the
truth and of Allah’s Power, which is manifest in ‘the creation of the
heavens and the earth and in the succession of night and day.’
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29

The Prophet Muhammad  – Part 2
Aim
The students will learn about the Battle of Uhud, which took place in the
year 3 AH/625 CE.
Objectives
By the end of this lesson, the students will be able to:
Find the exact location of the Mountain Uhud, its distance from
Madinah and its make, and its surroundings.
- Describe the events of the Battle of Uhud, preparation for it.
- Comprehend the Council of war and its role in making decisions.
- Understand and internalize that disobedience of Allah and His
Prophet  causes serious setbacks and defeats.
- Appreciate the bravery and the sacrifices of the Prophet  and his
Companions during the Battle of Uhud.
- Appreciate the courage and enthusiasm of the two teenagers and
their depth of Faith.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 29.
Chapter Structure
-

Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Aynayn, Jabal ar-Rumaah, Waadee Qanaah, howdahs, sakb, ambush,
al-Ghaseel, refuge.
Explanation
The victory at the Battle of Badr in 2 AH/623 CE was a miracle when
a small force of Muslims defeated the Makkan army that was more than
three times its size and much better equipped. Many high-ranking leaders
of the Quraysh were killed in that Battle. Scores of them were captured.
There was great anger and frustration in Makkah when the defeated army
returned to the city.
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The Quraysh were keen to avenge their ignominious debacle at Badr.
In Shawwal 3 AH/ 624 CE, Abu Sufyaan, one of the Quraysh leaders,
assembled an army of three thousand well-armed soldiers and marched to
invade the tiny state of Madeenah. The army camped near Mount Uhud,
a few miles outside Madeenah.
The Prophet  consulted his Companions about how to meet this
challenge. There were two options open to the Muslims: either to remain
inside and defend the city or to move out towards Uhud to meet the enemy.
Initially, the Prophet  was in favour of remaining within Madeenah.
But the younger Companions who missed the Battle of Badr as well as
a sizeable number of other Companions were eager to go out and fight.
Finally, in the meeting with the Companions, it was decided to get ready
for a march to Uhud. The Prophet  went home to make his preparations.
He put on his chain armour and equipped himself to lead the Muslim
army. In the meantime, his Companions felt that they had unduly forced
their opinion on the Prophet . When the Prophet  came out fully attired
for the fight, the Companions told him that they had changed their minds
and accepted his earlier opinion to stay in Madeenah. The Prophet  said,
‘It does not befit a Prophet to take off his fighting attire once he has put
it on until Allah decides the fight between him and his enemies.’ In this
way, he taught his Companions a very important lesson about Shūrā – the
process of consultation. There is a time for consultation before making a
decision. Once a decision is taken, the process of consultation should be
over. Then one should have tawakkul – reliance on Allah. There should
be no hesitation and the process of consultation should not start afresh
unless there are some new facts to consider. In this case, there were none.
There was a small group of hypocrites within the Muslim society in
Madeenah. They were opposed to leaving Madeenah to fight. Their leader,
Abdullaah ibn Ubayy, withdrew with his three hundred supporters from
the Muslim army and thereby weakened the Muslim force. However, the
Prophet  with seven hundred Companions marched towards Uhud.
The Prophet  organized his force in different sections and selected a
contingent of 50 archers to be stationed at a strategic position guarding a
mountain pass from where the Muslims could be subjected to a surprise
attack. Their duty was to guard this post and not leave it at any time
whether the Muslims were winning the war or facing defeat.
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The Battle started and initially the Quraysh were under pressure and
started retreating and the Muslims captured the battlefield and were busy
collecting the war booty. When the archers saw this, they thought that
the battle was over. So, many of them abandoned their posts and joined
in with the others collecting the booty. They disregarded the instructions
of the Prophet  not to leave their post whatever the outcome of the
battle. Khaalid ibn al-Waleed, a very shrewd and capable commander
of the Quraysh who had not yet accepted Islam, saw the strategic point
inadequately guarded. He took advantage of this lapse and mounted an
attack from behind the Muslim ranks. This created chaos and panic in the
Muslim army. The whole situation suddenly changed as the Muslims were
attacked from the front as well as from the rear. The Makkan horsemen
made much havoc in the unguarded ranks of the believers. Abdullah ibn
Jubayr and his fellow archers tried to stop the Makkan horsemen with
their arrows. But they could not achieve anything. They fought to death
with swords and spears. They all fell martyrs. None of them was left alive.
The tide of the battle had then entirely changed.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of this chapter.
Application or Association
The major reason for the severe setback at Uhud, as indicated above, was
the lack of obedience and love of material things – in the form of booty. Let
us briefly state the lessons to be learnt from the Muslim army’s setback at
Uhud: to achieve success, there are certain important qualities that should
be instilled in the ranks of the fighters. These are absolute obedience to
Allah and His Messenger , Sabr [patience] and Taqwā [heedfulness of
Allah]. If the whole army is imbued with these qualities, the enemy cannot
penetrate its ranks.
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Key Theme Summary
• The Quraysh wanted to avenge their humiliating debacle during
the Battle of Badr. Therefore, in the month of Shawwal, 3 AH/ 624
CE, Abu Sufyaan, one of the Quraysh leaders, collected an army of
3000 well-armed soldiers and marched to invade the city state of
Madeenah and destroy it.
• Allah’s Messenger  held a Council of war and consulted with the
Companions to figure out the best way to counter the enemy.
• Allah’s Messenger  led 1000 Muslims to defend Madeenah against
the Quraysh’s army.
• Abdullah ibn Ubayy, the chief of the Hypocrites, withdrew with his
300 supporters from the Muslim army.
• Allah’s Messenger  ordered a group of 50 Muslim archers to position
themselves on a hill near the Uhud Mountain and commanded them
not to leave their position at all.
• The Muslim army gained victory in the early hours of the battle. The
Makkans retreated and left much of their weapons behind.
• The Muslim archers thought the battle was over and began to chase
the Makkans and collect the spoils of war. Thus, they disobeyed the
Prophet’s  orders and left their positions to collect the booty.
• Khaalid ibn al-Waleed and a group of Quraysh fighters captured
the archers’ hill. It attacked the Muslim army from the back and
motivated the Makkan army to return to the battlefield.
• The Muslim army fell in chaos and suffered a huge setback.
• Hamzah, Handhalah and many others among the Companions were
martyred.
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The Prophet Muhammad  – Part 3
Aim
The central theme of this Chapter, too, is the Battle of Uhud. The students
would learn in detail about certain events, which took place during the
Battle of Uhud.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to:
• Learn how the defeated Makkan army rallied again to the calls of
Khaalid ibn al-Waleed.
• Discover how the Muslim soldiers dropped the spoils of war and,
drawing their swords, began to defend themselves.
• Learn how the Makkans were able to get close to the Prophet .
• Visualize how a handful of his Companions bravely defended the
wounded Messenger of Allah .
• Learn how a rumour spread that the Prophet  was martyred. This
made the Muslims lose heart and become demoralised.
• Discover how a small band of Companions shielded the Prophet 
and managed to resist the onslaught of the enemy.
• Discover some wonders of love and sacrifices made by particularly
Talhah Ibn Ubaydullah, Qatadah ibn Nu’maan and Nusaybah, the
daughter of Ka’b, popularly known as Umm Ummaarah.
• Witness the burial of seventy martyred Companions on the battlefield
of Uhud.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 30.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]:
Gashing, phenomenal, ledge, glen, Awd, mutilated.
Explanation
Allah’s Messenger  had stationed at a strategic position, a contingent
of 50 archers to guard a mountain pass from where the Muslims could be
subjected to a surprise attack. Their duty was to guard this post and not leave
it any time, whether the Muslims were winning the battle or facing defeat.
However, they disregarded the instructions and deserted the post. The
ready eye of Khaalid ibn al-Waleed saw the opportunity, and he hastened to
retrieve the day. Gathering the Qurayshite horsemen at his extreme right, he
appeared suddenly in the rear of the Muslims, and charged down into their
ranks. The surprise was fatal and the setback complete.
This created chaos and panic in the Muslim army. The whole situation
suddenly changed as the Muslims were attacked from the front as well as
from the rear. The Muslims were not aware of what was happening. The
Muslims had lost their position. They could not distinguish friend from
foe. They killed al-Yamaan by mistake, the father of Hudhayfah, who was
a very old man. Chaos had broken out all over the battlefield.
A sharp stone from the enemy had struck the Prophet  in the
mouth, gashing his lower lip and breaking one of his teeth. His helmet
was shattered. Two metal rings from his helmet had pierced his cheek.
Then a rumour rose that the Prophet  was martyred and this made the
Muslims lose their heart. But the Prophet  was alive, though wounded.
Despite setbacks, a small band of Companions shielded the Prophet  and
managed to resist the enemy’s onslaught.
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Amid confusion, Anas ibn an-Nadhir fought the enemy and was martyred.
Nusaybah, the daughter of Ka’b defended the Prophet  gallantly at
the most critical moment in the battle. The first care of the Companions
was to remove the helmet from the Prophet’s  head. Two of its rings
were so firmly embedded in his cheek that Abu Ubaydah, who extracted
them with his mouth, lost two teeth in the operation. The blood flowed
copiously from the Prophet’s  wounds. Ali ibn Abi Taalib cleaned the
Prophet’s  wound with water. Fatimah helped him. She burnt a strawmat and put it on the wound to make sure that the bleeding stopped. The
day saw several wonders of love, bravery and sacrifice – like that of Zayd
ibn Thaabit, Abdullah ibn Jahsh, Amr ibn al-Jamooh, Qataadah ibn anNu’maan, Ziyaad ibn as-Sakan and several others.
In the end when the Quraysh could not make any further headway.
They withdrew, satisfied that they had avenged their defeat at Badr.
The Muslim horsemen chased them several kilometres to vindicate their
position. This represents a brief outline of what took place at Uhud.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
The Muslims should be conscious of their duty all the time and be free
of greed and miserliness. Their aim should be to seek Allah’s Pleasure and
to avoid his anger. Let us briefly mention the lessons to be learnt from
the Muslim army’s severe setback at Uhud. First, whatever happens in
this universe happens by Allah’s Will and Decree. Allah is the sole Power
behind all events. It was made clear to the Muslims – as they are the first
addressees – the lesson is for all succeeding generations – that all events
occur by Allah’s absolute and unrestrained Commands. If they remain
conscious of Allah and be patient, He will grant them victory.
Second, to achieve success, there are certain important qualities that
should be instilled in the ranks of fighters. These are Sabr [patience] and
Taqwā [Allah-awareness]. If the whole army is imbued with these qualities,
the enemy cannot penetrate its ranks.
Third, when embarking in the way of Allah, Muslims should have
absolute Tawakkul [reliance] on Allah. Even if some weak-hearted
Muslims or hypocrites withdraw, they should not lose heart.
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Key Theme Summary
As we summarize this chapter on the Battle of Uhud, we can clearly
perceive that this battle cost the Muslims enormous pain and sacrifice. They
lost some of their dearest and most important members, which included
Hamzah ibn Abd al-Muttalib, the Prophet’s  uncle. More serious and
shocking than that, they saw Allah’s Messenger  sustain wounds to his
mouth, forehead, break one of his teeth, fall into a hollow, and have the
rings of his helmet embedded in his cheek. Nothing could have been more
painful for the Muslims to witness. This entire chapter deals exclusively
with the Uhud expedition.
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The Prophet Muhammad 4 – 
Aim
To teach the students about how the Prophet  and his Companions
who had participated in the Battle of Uhud went forth in pursuit of the
retreating Makkah forces. To also teach the students about certain events,
which took place after the Battle of Uhud.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to learn:
• How the retreating Makkan army was pursued by the Prophet 
and his wounded Companions.
• How the Muslim army lit camp fires at night – a military strategy
adopted by the Prophet .
• About the event of Rajee, gross treachery and deceit.
• About the martyrdom of Khubayb ibn Adi and Zayd ibn adDathinah.
• How a swarm of bees protected the dead body of Aasim ibn Thaabit.
• About the Event of the Well of Ma’oonah.
• About the wonderful lifting up high in the air of the dead body of
Aamir ibn Fuhayrah by unseen hands.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 31.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Pursuit, segregated, beacons, Hamraa’ al-Asad, al-Hadaah, Banu
Lihyaan, bounty, Bir Ma’oonah, unsuspecting, valiantly, lineage,
instigated, massacre, resentment.
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Explanation
The wounded and weary believers buried their martyrs on the plain. In
all, there were 70 martyrs. The Muslims then returned to Madeenah. The
Quraysh, on the other hand, who had lost 24 men, prepared to set off to
Makkah, after they had buried their own dead.
Allah’s Messenger  and the Muslims had returned to Madeenah late
in the evening of the 15th of Shawwal, 3 AH. Overnight, the Prophet 
thought deeply. There was a possibility that the Quraysh might regret not
having destroyed the Muslims and return to attack Madeenah. The next
morning, Allah’s Messenger  commanded Bilaal to proclaim throughout
the city that he was about to start in pursuit of the Quraysh, but none
should accompany him except those who had been present at the Battle
of Uhud. The move was meant to make it clear to the Quraysh that an
advance on Madeenah would be vigorously repelled. One of its aims was
to raise the spirits of his Companions and to remove the impression of
defeat. The army advanced by forced marches, reached Hamraa al-Asad,
and halted there. Allah’s Messenger  spent three days at this place and
he commanded hundreds of fires to be kindled on adjoining heights, to
make the Quraysh believe that the pursuing force was very large. The fires
would be seen a great way off. The Quraysh now decided to press on with
all speed to Makkah. However, Abu Sufyaan sent a parting message to
the Prophet , ‘We are resolved to come against him and his Companions.
We will root them all out from the face of the earth.’ Allah’s Messenger
 answered, ‘Allah is sufficient for us and is alone to be trusted.’ The
Muslim army returned to Madeenah when there were no signs of the
enemy returning.
In the month of Safar 4 AH, Allah’s Messenger  sent ten of his best
Companions under the Command of Aasim ibn Thaabit, at the request of
the delegation of two tribes. The tribesmen deceived them and killed eight
of them. They took the remaining two Companions as captives: they were
Khubayb ibn Adiy and Zayd ibn ad-Dathinah. They were later martyred.
The dead body of Aasim ibn Thaabit was miraculously protected by a
swarm of bees.
Another painful event took place in the same year [Safar 4 AH]:
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Abu Baraa ‘Aamir ibn Maalik asked the Messenger of Allah  to send
a group of his Companions to teach his tribe about Islam. Seventy of the
best Muslims were sent. When they reached a place called Bir Ma’oonah
they dismounted, but some three tribes came out together and killed
all of them, except two. One Companion called Ka’b ibn Zayd was left,
assuming he had died. However, he survived. In his sorrow, the Prophet
 prayed to Allah to punish the clans, which took part in the killing.
Abu Baraa’ Aamr ibn Maalik felt regret and anger at what had happened.
The protection provided by him was ignored. He died of grief after a
fortnight. His nephew Aamir ibn at-Tufayl died of plague.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
• It is permissible for a Muslim to surrender and accept safety offered
by the enemy in the hope of escaping later on, and for a Muslim to
fight until the end to avoid being captured, humiliated and forced to
utter words of disbelief. Khubayb and Zayd chose the former, while
Aasim chose the latter.
• Allah’s responds to supplications: Allah answered the supplication
of Aasim. Allah protected his martyred body by setting a swarm of
bees upon it, from being mutilated and defiled. During the night, it
was swept away by a flood.
• No human being has ever loved another human being as much as each
Companion loved the Messenger of Allah. The tragedy of ar-Rajee is yet
one of the countless illustrations of that love. Khubayb and Zayd were
both asked by Abu Sufyaan before killing them, ‘Do you not wish that
Muhammad were in your place, and that you were comfortably sitting
in your home?’ The reply was, ‘I would not wish that Muhammad 
should be pricked by a single thorn that I might thereby be sitting in my
home!’ The love that they felt for the Prophet  attested to their sincere
faith in Allah and His Messenger .
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Key Theme Summary
In this chapter, the students learnt:
• After the burial of the martyrs, the Prophet  and his Companions
returned to Madeenah. The next morning, Allah’s Messenger 
and those Companions who had participated in the battle of Uhud
pursued the retreating Quraysh army and camped at Hamraa alAsad.
• In the month of Safar 4 AH, two very painful incidents took place,
one that of Rajee in which ten Companions of the Prophet  were
deceitfully martyred and the other one was that of Bir Ma’oonah, in
which 70 Companions who were well-Versed in the recitation of the
Qur’an were mercilessly killed by 3 tribes.
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The Light Verses [Sūrat an-Noor 24: 35-40]
Aim
To teach the students the explanation [Tafseer] of the Light Verses, the
Aayaat 35 to 40 of the Sūrat an-Noor.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to:
• Learn the meaning of the parable of the Light of Allah.
• Learn what ‘a niche, a globe of glass, brilliant star, and the blessed
tree signify.
• Understand what ‘men who are distracted’ means.
• Internalize that the good deeds of the believers would prove
worthless in the Hereafter. Their good deeds are nothing but mirage
– an effect caused by hot air in deserts or roads that makes one think
they can see something, such as water, which is actually not there.
• Understand what ‘like thick darkness in a vast and deep sea’ means.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 32.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
.Niche, mirage, grandeur, diction, imageries, splendour, phenomenon, illusion
Explanation
‘The Light Verses’ speak of the believers, whose hearts are brightened by
Allah’s Light or Guidance and they always frequent mosques. By contrast,
the disbelievers and their deeds are shown as though they are a mirage,
or like the layers of darkness. The Verse [35] begin by stating the fact that
‘Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth’, but then brings us quickly
from this great expanse to a niche, a small man-made wall recess in which
a lamp is placed so as to focus its light and make it shine. His Light may
be compared to a niche containing a lamp: the lamp within a glass, which
protects it from the wind and purifies its light to make it stronger and
more brilliant: ‘The glass like a radiant star.’ We see the glass described
here as bright, transparent and almost shining.
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The Verse immediately turns to the example of the lamp, which is ‘lit
from a blessed tree – an olive oil tree…’ The purest light known to the first
people addressed by the Noble Qur’an was of olive oil. The Qur’an refers
to this tree in another place and gives it special significance:
‘We bring forth… a tree that grows on Mount Sinai yielding oil and
relish for all to eat.’ [23:19-20]
It is a tree that lives for ages. It brings endless benefits to man through its
oil, wood, leaves and fruit. The Qur’an then reminds us of the great reality.
The tree is not a particular tree. It does not belong to a particular place.
It does not belong to a particular direction. It is only an example given
to make reality easier to understand. Hence, it is described as ‘neither of
the east nor of the west.’ It is a different and far more remarkable oil. ‘Its
very oil would almost give light even though no fire had touched it.’ It is
so transparent and bright that it almost gives light without burning. The
example concludes with another remarkable statement: ‘Light upon light.’
Thus, we return to the original light that bears no comparison. It is Allah’s
light or guidance that dispels all darkness in the heavens and the earth.
It is a light whose nature and scope are beyond our understanding. The
aim here is to make our hearts aspire to see this light: ‘Allah guides to His
light, whomever He Wills.’ [Verse 35]
Those who open their hearts or unlock their hearts to the light will
see it because it spreads far and wide in the heavens and the earth. It
is permanent. It is unending. It is unscreened. It never fades. Whenever
the human heart looks for it, it is sure to find it. Man can always find it
providing guidance and establishing a bond between him and his Lord.
This Comparison is given by Allah Most High so as to enable our minds
to understand the nature of His light. He alone knows the full extent of
our ability. ‘And Allah gives example for men, and Allah has knowledge
of everything.’ [Verse 35]
The light which spreads plentifully in the heavens and earth is best seen
in perfect clarity in the houses of Allah where people’s hearts look up to
Him, remember him, stand in awe of Him and dedicate themselves to
Him in preference to all else. [Verses 36-38]
There is a close link between the lamp shining with light in the niche
and hearts shining with the light of glorifying Allah in His houses.
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Needless to say, trade and commerce aim to make profit. Yet although
these believers are engaged in such endeavours, they are not diverted from
their obligations towards Allah or their fellow human beings. Hence, they
attend regularly and properly their Prayers and pay their Zakāh and charity.
‘These people are filled with fear of the day when all hearts and eyes will
be overturned.’ [Verse 37] On that day, people’s hearts and eyes will be in
turmoil; unsteady. It is a day of utter fear and distress. Hence, they fear what
may happen to them then. In spite of their fear, they have high hopes. These
hopes will never be frustrated for, ‘Allah gives to whom He wills beyond all
reckoning.’ [Verse 38] There are no limits to Allah’s favours. There are no
restrictions on what He may give to His servants.
Works that come to nothing: Now the Verse 39 shows a different situation
where no light can penetrate and no one is safe. It is a situation devoid of
goodness. That is the condition in which the disbelievers find themselves.
The Verses 39 and 40, which we have been studying in this chapter,
describe two remarkable scenes concerning the deeds of the unbelievers
and their destiny. Both are full of life. Both are full of movement.
In the first of these two remarkable scenes [Verse 39], the actions, words
or deeds of the unbelievers are shown like a mirage in an open space. It
gives a false glitter, which attracts the thirsty traveller who moves towards
it, but he finds no water to drink. In the world, he had denied Allah’s
existence, turned His back on Him, and adopted an aggressive attitude to
Faith. Instead of water, he now finds Allah who takes him to account.
In the second scene [Verse 40] layers of darkness gather on top of each
other, to contrast with the false glitter of the mirage.
This is all a description of unbelief. It is shown as darkness. It is completely
isolated from the divine light that shines throughout the universe.
No action is valid unless it is based on correct Faith or Eemaan. There is
no guidance without Faith. There is no light unless it is Allah’s Light.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
We should internalize the reality that no action is valid unless it is based
on correct Faith or Eemaan. There is no guidance without Faith. There is
no light or guidance unless it is Allah’s Light.
Key Theme Summary
The students learn in this chapter that Allah is the Light of the heavens
and the earth. This Light of Allah is seen in perfect clarity in the Houses of
Allah where people’s hearts look up to Him, remember Him!
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Prophet Muhammad 5 – 
Aim
To teach the students about the expulsion of the Jewish tribes Banu
Qaynuqaa and Banu an-Nadheer, and events that followed their expulsion.
Objectives
By the end of the chapter, the students will be able learn about:
-

The expulsion of Banu Qaynuqaa.

-

The expulsion of Banu an-Nadheer

-

The Prophet’s  marriage to Umm Salamah.

-

The Expedition of Dhaat ar-Riqaa

-

The Prayer of Fear

-

The Prophet’s  Companion Abbad ibn Bishr’s love of performing
Salāh, and

- The story of Gawrath ibn al-Haarith.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 33.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Expulsion, Banu Qaynuqaa, Banu an-Nadheer, Banu Quraydhah,
Baadhaan, Mahdoor, ally, blood-wit, ramparts, confederates.
Explanation
The expulsion of the clan of Banu Qaynuqaa has already been discussed
and explained earlier. [See Grade 8 chapter 27] Here, however, we will
explain it briefly. The battle of Banu Qaynuqaa and their expulsion took
place after the Batle of Badr, in the year 2 AH.
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The reason for the Battle was clear. The members of the Jewish tribe of Banu
Qaynuqa tribe did not live up to the terms of the agreement that they had
signed with the Prophet , when he first arrived in Madeenah. They instead
tried hard day and night to destroy the Prophet  and his Companions.
Thus, they showed open enmity to the Muslims. After the Battle of Badr had
ended, they were looking for any opportunity to instigate problems with
the Muslims. That opportunity came in the vilest form. The Banu Qaynuqaa
molested a Muslim woman and killed another Muslim who tried to defend
her. The Prophet  led a force of Muslims to their stronghold and besieged
them. The siege lasted for fifteen nights. Ultimately, the Banu Qaynuqaa
surrendered and agreed that the Prophet  should decide their fate. Allah’s
Prophet  expelled them from Madeenah.
The Expulsion of Banu an-Nadheer:
This took place in the year 4 AH/ 625 CE. The Banu an-Nadheer, yet
another Jewish tribe also betrayed the Muslims by plotting with the
Quraysh. They spied on the Muslims and informed the Quraysh of their
movements. Banu an-Nadheer had long been allies of the Banu Aamir.
The Messenger of Allah  approached Banu an-Nadheer to ask for their
help in paying the blood money of two men of Banu Aamir who had
been killed. There existed an agreement between them. Although they
promised to cooperate with the Prophet , they were really plotting to
kill the Messenger of Allah . Allah informed His Messenger  about the
treacherous plan through Jibril. The Prophet  immediately returned to
Madeenah and ordered the Muslims to prepare for war against Banu anNadheer. The Messenger  laid siege to this Jewish tribe, which lasted for
21 days. Ultimately, they asked to be allowed to migrate. Carrying their
belongings on 600 camels, they left Madeenah.
Other Events that followed the expulsion of Banu an-Nadheer
• During the months, which followed the Expulsion of Banu anNadheer, Fatimah, the daughter of the Prophet  gave birth to alHusayn.
•

The Prophet  married Umm Salamah.

• The Expedition of Dhaat ar-Riqaa took place, and Salaatul Khawf
too was revealed to the Prophet .
• Two other worth-noting incidents occurred:
a. Abbaad ibn Bishr’s praying despite being hit by an arrow.
b. The incident of Ghawrath ibn al-Haarith.
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Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
For Islam to spread and reign supreme, sacrifices have to be made.
Key Theme Summary
The students learnt about:
• The Expulsion of Banu Qaynuqaa
• The Expulsion of Banu an-Nadheer
• The Expedition of Dhaat ar-Riqaa and certain important events,
which took place after the Expedition of Dhaat ar-Riqaq.
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Prophet Muhammad 6 – 
Aim
To teach the students about the Campaign against the Banu al-Mustaliq,
which took place in the year 5 AH, and about al-Ifk [the Vicious slander]
against Ai’shah, the Mother of the Believers.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will learn:
-

About the Campaign against the Banu al-Mustaliq.

About the quarrel, which broke out at a place, called al-Muraysi,
while the Muslim army had encamped there and in it by the Chief
of the hypocrites, Abdullaah ibn Ubayy.
- About the vicious slander [al-Ifk] fuelled against Ai’shah, the
mother of the Believers and circumstances, which led to it.
- About the release of the captives of Banu al-Mustaliq and the
Prophet’s  marriage to Juwwariyah, the daughter of al-Haarith
who was the chief of his people.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 34.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Banu al-Mustaliq, Muraysi, exploit, beheaded, litter, calumny, slander,
scourge.
-

Explanation
News reached the Messenger of Allah  about how the tribesmen of
Banu al-Mustaliq were mobilizing their forces to attack him. Their leader
al-Haarith ibn Abee Diraar was in the process of organizing his army.
When the Prophet  heard about this, he went out with his army to meet
them. And the two forces met at a water source called al-Muraysi. After a
very limited fighting, most of the tribe members were taken captive and
goods in their possession were seized. Only one Muslim was killed and of
the enemy no more than ten. Juwwairiyah, the daughter of al-Haarith was
also taken captive, whom Allah’s Messenger  later married.
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While the Muslim army was still encamped at al-Muraysi, a quarrel
broke out between an Emigrant and a Helper. The hypocrite Abdullah ibn
Ubayy played a mischievous role in it.
On the Prophet’s  return from the Campaign against the tribe of Banu
Mustaliq, an incident took place. The Prophet’s  wife Aa’ishah who had
accompanied him on that Expedition, was unwittingly left behind when
the Muslims struck camp before dawn. After having remained several
hours alone, she was found by one of the Prophet’s  Companions, who
led her to the next halting place of the army. This incident gave rise to
malicious hints of misconduct on the part of Aa’ishah. But these rumours
were short-lived, and her innocence was established beyond all doubt.
The incident of the great lie and the innocence of Aa’ishah is referred to in
the Sūrah an-Noor in Verses 11-20.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
The incident of the Campaign of Banu Mustaliq is filled with important
lessons and morals for the Muslims of all ages.
• When Umar ibn al-Khattab asked the Prophet  to allow him to kill
Abdullaah ibn Ubayy, the Prophet  did not allow him to do so.
Had the Prophet  permitted the killing of ibn Ubayy, the enemies
of Islam would have then taken advantage of the situation by trying
to sow dissention among the Muslims of Madeenah.
• Allah’s Messenger  did not in the least react negatively to Abdullah
ibn Ubayy’s harsh and vile remarks. To the contrary, he took positive
steps to bring a quick end to the conflict. He kept his troops busy
with almost two days on non-stop marching. This prevented them
from talking about the fight that took place the day before. Thus the
conflict was nipped in the bud.
• Islam shuns the kind of tribalism and partisanship that blinds one
to the truth. People should never unjustly and blindly support their
relatives or friends.
• The Verses, which took were revealed to establish and confirm the
innocence of Aa’ishah will be recited until the Day of Rising… [The
Noble Qur’an 24:11]

121
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 121

9/11/17 4:44 PM

Teacher’s
Manual

• It is from the wisdom of Allah that good should emerge unscathed
from the grasp of evil. The ordeal that Abu Bakr and his family went
through proved better for him in the long run.
• Allah admonished believers reminding them that they should think
the best of one another.
• Allah confirmed that those who accused Aa’ishah were liars. [24:13]
• Upon hearing any news, one should make sure that it is true before
one tells to others. [24:16]
Key Theme Summary
The students learnt in this chapter about:
• The Campaign against the Banu Mustaliq: 5 AH.
• The mischief created by the hypocrite leader Abdullaah ibn Ubayy.
• The great lie fabricated against Aa’ishah, the Mother of the Believers
and that it was false.
• Release of the captives of the Banu Mustaliq and the Prophet’s 
marriage to Juwwariyah, the daughter of al-Haarith.
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Chapter

35

Thaabit ibn Qays al-Ansaaree
Aim
To help the students learn briefly about Thaabit ibn Qays al-Ansaaree,
one of the early Muslims of Madeenah.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will learn:
• Who Thaabit ibn Qays al-Ansaaree was
• How he entered the fold of Islam.
• How he welcomed the Prophet , when the latter emigrated to
Madeenah and gave an eloquent speech.
• Thaabit’s heedfulness of Allah.
• His martyrdom in the Battle of Aqarabah fighting against the forces
of Musaylimah the Liar.
• His miraculous appearance in the dream of a Muslim to inform him
about his stolen armour, after he was martyred!
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 35.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Orator, Prophet’s  speaker, indicative, deliberately, apostasy, caliphate,
Aqarabah, Yamaamah.
Explanation
The chapter is self-explanatory, and we need not belabour our point
with repetition.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
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Application or Association
• Nothing increases the likelihood of achieving success in one’s
endeavours as much as having the quality of at-Taqwā or in other
words, being someone who remains conscious of Allah, and love of
the Prophet . Thaabit possessed both these qualities.
• Thaabit’s appearance in the dream of a Muslim companion and
whatever he informed of turned out to be true. Abu Hurayrah
narrated the Prophet  as having said, ‘Towards the end of time,
hardly any dream of a Muslim will. The dream of a Muslim is one of
the forty-six parts of Prophethood.’ [al-Bukahri and Muslim]
Key Theme Summary
The students learnt in this chapter about Thaabit ibn Qays al-Ansaaree’s
life: his acceptance of Islam, his love for the Prophet , his Taqwā or
heedfulness of Allah, his martyrdom and his will, which he made
appearing in the dream of another Muslim.
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Chapter

36

The Terrible Web of the Two Dangerous
D’s – Drinks and Drugs
Aim
To teach the students about drinks and drugs prohibited in Islam.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will learn:
• Alcohol and intoxicants of every sort are forbidden in Islam. Alcohol
is the gatherer of sins; it can bring together countless sins.
• The meaning of the Arabic word Khamr
• About modern-day drugs like LSD, glue sniffing, cocaine, heroin etc.
• About alcohol addiction and what its remedy is.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 36.
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Alcohol, temperate, drinker, degenerate, liquor, addiction, handiwork,
khamr, narcotics, delicatessen.
Explanation
Alcohol and drugs are two of the most ruinous elements in our society.
Crimes, thefts, rapes, murders, drink-driving, fatal accidents, and many
other tragedies are often caused by these two vices. However, the illegal
drug trade around the world is a multi-billion dollar industry. Even
though countless advertisements tell us one out of three people will die
from smoking, there are thousands who start smoking every day! There
are even warning labels on the cigarette carton. But people do not stop. It is
a Shaytaan Syndrome! Iblis destroyed his bliss with his own hands. Then
what is the remedy? The surefire remedy lies in following the teachings
of Islam concerning drinking and drugs. Allah forbids drinks and drugs,
which cause intoxication.
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Chapter StructureAllah has the Prophet  tell mankind that there may be
a little benefit, but the sin and harm resulting from alcohol consumption
hugely outweighs such small benefit. All that intoxicates is forbidden or
Haraam, may it be LSD, cocaine, heroin, or any other modern-day drug.
Tobacco smoking or cigarettes are another such thing. The chapter then
moves to asking a question. How does it all happen and what is its remedy? How can one discover drug addiction? The chapter ends on a very
thought-provoking Hadeeth of the Prophet of Allah 
Activity
Prompt the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
• Stay on your guard. Read up on drug addiction. Read the Commands
in the Qur’an and the Prophet’s  Sunnah. Remember that the use
and abuse of drugs is both a disease. The only inoculation against
them is the right kind of knowledge.
Key Theme Summary
The students learnt in this unit about:
-

Alcohol: That it is an evil and forbidden in Islam.

-

All that intoxicates is Haraam or forbidden.

-

Some intoxicating modern-day drugs or narcotics. It is interesting
to note the word narcotic, the plural being narcotics, comes from
the Greek narkoun meaning make numb. [Oxford School Dictionary
of word origins by John Ayto]

-

The only safe way or the golden rule is to keep away from these
substances.
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Chapter

37

Laylat al-Qadr: The Night of Power or Destiny
Aim
To teach the students the explanation [Tafseer] of Sūrat al-Qadr.
Chronologically, Laylat al-Qadr is the 97th Sūrah of the Noble Qur’an.
Objectives
The students will learn:
• Sūrat al-Qadr highlights the importance of the Noble Qur’an and its
blessings.
• Laylat al-Qadr is one of the nights in Ramadhaan.
• The meaning of the term Qadr.
• What the reality, ‘The Night of Power is better than a thousand
months’ denotes, and which night of Ramadhaan is laylat al-Qadr.
• What should one ask Allah Most High on this Blessed Night?
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 37.
Methodical Interpretation of the Noble Qur’an part 30, by Dr. Ahmad
Nawfal, published by Darussalam, Lesson 25.
Methodical Interpretation of the Noble Qur’an. Tafsir as-Sa’di [Parts
28, 29, 30] by Shaikh Abdur Rahman Ibn Nasir as-Sadi, published by
Darussalam, Tafsir of Sūrat al-Asr, page 432.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Layl, Qadr, decree, significance, destiny, ar-Rooh, magnitude.
Explanation
Sūrah al-Qadr is a Makki Sūrah. It is composed of 5 Verses, and it is
Sūrah 97, according to the arrangement of the Mus’haf. The subject matter
of this Sūrah is the Revelation of the Qur’an on the Night of Decree [Laylat
al-Qadr]. It uncovers the great status this night has with Allah and that it
is better than a thousand months.
Allah sent down the entire Qur’an from the Preserved Tablet [al-Lawh
al-Mahfoodh] to the heaven of this lower world on the Night of Destiny. It
is a tremendous night. It is better than a thousand months. It is one of the
odd nights in the last ten days of Ramadhaan.
Activity
Motivate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
Application or Association
Standing in Prayer on Laylat al-Qadr is a source of forgiveness for one’s
sins. Good deeds therein are better than those performed over a stretch of
one thousand months that are without the night of power.
The Prophet  used to practise I’tikaf during Ramadhaan’s last ten
nights in his Masjid, actively worshipping Allah, hoping that his worship
would coincide with Laylat al-Qadr.
Key Theme Summary
Essentially, this Sūrat aims at making people aware of the significance
of the Glorious Qur’an. The Sunnah explains on which night of power the
Glorious Qur’an was sent down and the significance of its Revelation. The
opening Verses proclaim that the Qur’an has been revealed by Allah Most
High. In other words, it is not the product of the Prophet’s  mind. It is
Allah Who has sent it down.
It is further stated that Allah sent it down on the Night of Power. It
is not an ordinary night. It is the night on which divine measurements
or destinies are decided. On this night, the angels along with the Spirit
descend by the permission of their Lord with all kinds of decrees. There
is nothing but peace on that night until the coming of dawn. For Allah’s
decrees are for man’s good and no evil is intended. Even if the destruction
of a community is effected, it is for the overall good, not for any evil end!
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Chapter

38

At-Taghaabun [Loss and Gain]
Aim
To help the students understand the explanation [Tafseer] of the Sūrah
at-Taghaabun, which is chronologically the sixth-fourth Sūrah in the
Noble Qur’an.
Objectives
In this module, the students will learn:
• The meaning of the translation of 18 Verses of Sūrah at-Taghaabun.
• That the word Taghaabun occurs in Verse 9 and it is keyword by
which the Sūrah is named.
• That the Sūrah is Madinan or Madani. Its subject is faith or Eemaan,
the reward for the believers, and punishment for the disbelievers.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 38.
• Methodical Interpretation of the Noble Qur’an part 30, by Dr. Ahmad
Nawfal, published by Darussalam, Lessons 20, 21 and 23.
• Methodical Interpretation of the Noble Qur’an. Tafsir as-Sa’di [Parts
28, 29, 30] by Shaikh Abdur Rahman Ibn Nasir as-Sadi, published by
Darussalam.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Taghaabun, dominion, supernatural, remedial, realization, Qadhaa
[Divine Decree]
Explanation
The term Taghaabun is derived from the root GH-B-N, which among
other things denotes to forget, to be lacking in judgement, to weaken,
to deceive etc. Of this root, only Taghaabun occurs once in the Glorious
Qur’an [64:9] For the purpose of study the Sūrah could be divided into
sections.
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Section 1: Verses 1-4
These four Verses tells us about Allah Most High. They tell us that the
physical world and all that is in it sing praises of its Creator because they
recognize Him as such and submit to His Commands.
As for humans, the situation is quite different. Many of them reject Allah
and His teachings, deny His Power and Dominion or kingdom, and denounce
His Messengers. [Verse 2] But the Verse cautions: Allah sees what you do. He
created the heavens and the earth with great wisdom. Their existence has a
purpose based upon the truth. He fashioned the humans in the best shape.
To Him is your final return. With Him is your reward and punishment: He
knows what you keep secret and what you reveal.
Section 2: Verses 5-8
These Verses are a rebuke to those who disbelieve. They look into the
eyes of the disbelievers and ask: Has there not come to you the news of
those who disbelieved before you and suffered the evil consequences of
their denial of the Truth? Messengers came to them with clear Signs, but
they wondered: Should we follow human beings seeking to guide us to
Allah? Therefore, they disbelieved and rejected the Path of Allah. And
Allah is not in any need of them. Allah is free of every need. [al-Ghani]
But Allah will resurrect them and that is easy and simple. The Qur’an then
urges them to come to believe in Allah and His Messenger and the Noble
Qur’an. Allah is fully aware of what you do.
Section 3: Verses 9-13
The two Verses [9 and 10] speak about the reward on the Day of
Resurrection. The first one concerns the reward of the believers. Those
who believed and did good works; their sins will be erased and they will
be admitted into Paradise, under which rivers flow. They will live there
forever. The next Verse speaks of those who disbelieved. It speaks of their
sins and entrance into the Hellfire where they will dwell forever.
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Verse 11 is very significant. It unveils a great reality. It says every
calamity that strikes man is decreed by Allah and is recorded before it
even happens. In other words, no calamity strikes man except by Allah’s
leave. Those who believe and maintain their Faith or Eemaan during the
calamity, Allah guides his heart. Allah did not say ‘Allah will guide him.’
He rather says ‘He will guide his heart.’ Where does one feel pain during
the time of calamity? The heart. And Allah promises He will guide the
heart of one who maintains his Faith. Allah is the Knower of everything.
Verse 12 stresses the Oneness of Allah. It also instructs the believers to
place their trust upon Allah.
Section 4: Verses 14-18
The Verses 14 and 15 speak about the temptation that exists in a person’s
wealth, his children and his wife. Be careful! Among your wives and
children, there are enemies for you. This does not mean one should cut
off relations with them and keep distance from them. The Verse urges
believers to deal with them with the manners of Islam. The Verse 15
emphasises the same meaning. The Verse 15-18 speak about practising
Taqwā or heedfulness of Allah and spending for Allah’s sake. Spending in
the way of Allah is as if someone gives Allah a loan. Allah will increase it
manifold.
Activity
Prompt the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter
and internalize the message that the Sūrah gives.
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Application or Association
• Every atom in the universe makes Tasbih [glorifies] Allah, the Only
True God. He is the Owner, the King of all and He is deserving of
all praise.
• Allah did not punish the disbelievers except after He sent Messengers
to guide them, and they disbelieved in them.
• The Day of Resurrection is the day on which all of mankind from
the earliest generations until the latest shall be gathered and stand
before Allah to be judged. That will be a day of gain or loss.
• The true believers believe that every calamity that strikes him
was decreed for him. This greatly lessens the impact that it has on
him. Allah guides his heart towards self-surrender to Allah’s Will,
towards thankfulness in times of comforts, and patience in times of
misfortune. Believers place their trust in Allah Alone.
Key Theme Summary
Firstly, an awareness of Allah’s existence, Oneness and Almightiness is
the innermost purport or claim of Allah’s Message to man and secondly, His
Prophets can do no more than deliver and expound this message, leaving
it to man’s reason and free choice to accept or reject it. It is important to
note that in the teaching of the Qur’an, all moral duties are binding on
men as well as women. Its guidance apply equally to both the male and
the female partners in marriage. Love of his or her family may sometimes
tempt a believer to act contrary to the demands of conscience and Faith;
and occasionally, one or another of the loved ones – whether wife or
husband or child – may consciously try to induce the person concerned to
abandon some of his or her moral commitments in order to satisfy some
real or imaginary ‘family interest’, and thus become the other’s ‘enemy’. It
is to this latter eventuality that the Verse 14 refers!

132
teacher guide grade 8 new1.indd 132

9/11/17 4:44 PM

Chapter

39

Islam and the World of Sciences
Aim
To help the students learn what actually Islamic science stands for and
make them familiar with the sciences developed by Muslims from the
second Islamic century [Hijri] onwards.
Objectives
By the end of this unit, the students will be able to:
-

Learn about the significance of Ilm or knowledge revealed by the
Noble Qur’an and the Hadeeth of the Prophet of Allah 

Learn what Islamic science means and they will cast a glance at
the achievements of Muslim scientists.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 39.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Domain, pharmacology, almanac, elixir, admiral, astronomy, navigation,
calligraphy, meteorology, meningitis, trigonometry, sine, astrolabe,
quadrant, sextant, turquem.
-

Explanation
Details in this chapter are self-explanatory. We need not belabour our
point with repetition.
Activity
Stimulate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
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Application or Association
Among the nations of the world, Muslims are the only nation, which is
full of splendid deeds and marvellous performance. It is unfortunate that
Muslims, despite having the most glorious intellectual history, appear to
be detached and careless as regards their history. The class, which may be
said to be more wakeful and vigilant among Muslims, also quotes in its
lectures, speeches, writings, newspapers and books, any eminent person
from Europe or Christian world wherever it needs to cite example of high
morals or amazing performance, since it is unaware of such personalities
among the Muslims. The sole reason behind this is that the Muslims are
unaware of and indifferent towards their own history.
The main objective of this chapter is to ignite our youth’s interest in
Islam’s brilliant contributions in science, art, and culture, which are
timeless and precious heritages, which ought to be preserved for future
generations.
Key Theme Summary
In the chapter, the students briefly learnt about the intellectual history
of Muslims and their contribution to civilization. The chapter highlighted
the contributions that Muslim scholars made in various fields of human
effort, including science, technology, philosophy and medical sciences.
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Chapter

40

Ammaar ibn Yaasir
Aim
To help the students learn briefly about Ammaar ibn Yasir. He was one
of the earliest adherents of the Prophet . He embraced Islam in Makkah
and was cruelly maltreated on that account.
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will be able to learn about:
• Who Ammaar ibn Yasir was and how his mother Sumayyah was
tortured, because of having entered the fold of Islam and ultimately
was martyred by Abu Jahl.
• His emigration to Ethiopia.
• He returned to Madeenah after the Prophet’s  Hijrah and took part
in the building of the Prophet  Mosque and all the battles of the
Prophet .
• How early in Makkah, he was tortured because of his faith in the
Prophet  and was forced to publicly retreat his belief in the Prophet’s
 message. The Qur’an scholars say the Aayah 106 of Sūrat an-Nahl
was revealed on account of him.
• How he was martyred in the battle of Siffin in the year 37 AH/ 657
CE. He was 94 years old at that time.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 40.
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Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Freedman, alliance, hilf, Mu’aakhaat, retract, revile, extinguish,
flabbergasted.
Explanation
Ammaar was a Companion of the Prophet  and was one of the early
converts to Islam. His parents were cruelly maltreated on account of
their faith. His mother was brutally martyred by Abu Jahl in Makkah.
He was also tortured. He was forced to retract his belief in the Prophet’s
 message. The early Qur’an scholars are all in agreement that the Verse
106 of Sūrat an-Nahl was revealed on account of him. This Verse deals
with those Muslims who were being severely persecuted and were forced
under torture to revert to unbelief. Such believers are being assured that if
under such unbearable pressure, and out of the desire to save their lives,
they are sometimes inclined to forcedly express that they no longer believe
in Islam, they will be pardoned by Allah provided their hearts remain
secure from all false doctrines.
Ammaar bin Yaasir had seen how both his father and mother were
cruelly tortured to death. Thereafter, he himself was subjected to torture.
The torture was simply too severe for Ammaar to bear, under those
unbearable circumstances he uttered all that the believers had wanted
him to say. Then he burst into tears and appeared before the Prophet ,
‘O Messenger of Allah , I was not spared until I reviled you and praised
their gods.’ The Prophet  asked him, ‘How do you feel deep in your
heart?’ Ammaar replied, ‘My heart is full of faith, entertaining no doubt
whatsoever.’ The Prophet  said to him, ‘If they try again, do likewise.’ It
applies to anyone in similar circumstances. He emigrated to Ethiopia and
later returned to Madeenah. He participated in all the Prophet’s  battles.
He fell martyr in the battle of Siffin, while fighting on the side of Ali ibn
Abi Talib, in the Hijri Year 37/657 CE. Allah’s Prophet’s  prediction
about his martyrdom which he made at the time of building the Prophet’s
 Mosque, immediately after the Prophet’s  Hijrah, was fulfilled after 36
years. May Allah be pleased with him.
Activity
Stimulate the students to complete the exercises at the end of the chapter.
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Application or Association
• There is a lesson for the believers in the stories of the people of the
past, especially the lives of the Prophet  and his Companions; and
a comfort for them concerning the hardships they face with their
enemies.
• The unbelievers in Makkah tortured Ammaar ibn Yaasir continuously
until he gave in to some of their demands. He then reported this to
the Prophet  who asked him, ‘How do you feel deep in your heart?’
He said, ‘My heart is full of Faith.’ The Prophet  said to him, ‘If they
try again do likewise.’ This was a respite, and it applies to anyone
who finds himself in similar circumstance.
• Martyrdom is the greatest goal that the believer can seek after!
Ammaar died a martyr at the age of 94.
Key Theme Summary
In the chapter, the students learnt about the life of Ammaar ibn Yaasir
in brief: his acceptance of Islam, his trials, his participation in battles and
his martyrdom.
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41

A Moving Supplication
Aim
To help the students learn a moving soul-stirring supplication taught by
the Prophet .
Objectives
By the end of this chapter, the students will:
• Discover a soul stirring, and moving supplication which Allah’s
Messenger  taught his nation.
• Learn the meaning of the terms Hamm, Huzn, Rabee al-Qalb, dhiyaa.
• Learn the translation of the meaning of this Du’ā or supplication.
Resource
Islamic Studies Grade 8, chapter 41.
Chapter Structure
Vocabulary [Word Stock]
Hamm, Huzn, Rabee al-Qalb, dhiyaa
Explanation
Details in the unit are self-explanatory and clear, we need not belabour
our point with repetition.
Activity
Motivate your students to learn this beautiful Du’ā or supplication by
heart.
Application or Association
Nobody in the whole world would deliberately choose great grief,
anxiety or depression, and would not desire to drive it away. People begin
to search for the way, which would truly enable them to dispel anxiety,
depression, fear or grief. This precious goal is desired by every kind of
person: whether ignorant or scholarly, good or evil. Know that it can be
found in one place alone: in the action of turning to Allah the Almighty
and Powerful. The supplication, which the students have studied, is a
remedy for every sort of grief, anxiety, fear and depression.
Key Theme Summary
In the chapter, the students learnt in this chapter a moving supplication,
which should help them throughout their life in overcoming anxieties.
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